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Introduction
This workbook has been written for students who are planning to sit either the general training or the
academic modules of the IELTS exam. It covers some of the main vocabulary points that you will need
for, or come across in, the listening, reading, writing and speaking sections of the exam.

We hope that you find the modules in this book useful and that the vocabulary you acquire will help
you to achieve the grade you want in the IELTS.

Good luck!

Structure of the IELTS Workbook
Each vocabulary area is presented in the form of a self-contained module with task-based activities
which present each vocabulary item in a real context.

• Pages 1-48 focus on general vocabulary items which can be used in all aspects of your English. Some
of these are relevant to specific tasks in the IELTS exam (for example, describing how something
works, writing a letter or describing a table).

• Pages 49-95 focus on topic-specific vocabulary areas which may be required in the exam (for
example, education, business and industry or global problems). Each module consists of three tasks:
the first two present vocabulary items in context, and the third gives you the opportunity to review
the vocabulary in the form of a gap-fill exercise.

Using the IELTS Workbook
You should not go through the modules mechanically. It is better to choose areas that you are
unfamiliar with, or areas that you feel are of specific interest or importance to yourself.

Vocabulary Record Sheet
Remember that you should keep a record of new words and expressions that you learn, and review
these from time to time so that they become an active part of your vocabulary. There is a vocabulary
record sheet at the back of the book which you can photocopy as many times as you like and use to
build up your own personal vocabulary bank.

Extending Your Vocabulary
Also remember that there are other methods of acquiring new vocabulary. For example, you should
read as much as possible from a different variety of authentic reading materials (books, newspapers,
magazines, etc).

Using an English dictionary
To help you learn English, you should use an English dictionary that can clearly define words, provide
information about grammar and give sample sentences to show how words are used in context. You
can use any good learner's English dictionary with this workbook, but it has been written using the
material in the English Dictionary for Students (ISBN 1-901659-06-2), published by Peter Collin
Publishing (www.petercollin.com).

International English Language Testing System (IELTS)
This workbook has been written to help you improve your vocabulary when working towards the
International English Language Testing System (IELTS) examination. The IELTS English examination is
administered by the University of Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate, The British Council and IDP
Education Australia. For further information, visit the www.ucles.org.uk website.

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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A. Look at these sentences. They all use 'if. Rewrite each sentence, replacing 'if with the
words in bold. You may need to remove some of the other words.

1. You can borrow my dictionary if you return it before you go home.

providing that

2. You can't go to university if you don't have good grades.

unless

3. Pollution will get worse if we continue to live in a throwaway society.

as long as

4. Many developed countries are willing to waive the Third World debt if the money is reinvested in
education and medicine.

on condition that

5. Some countries will never be able to rectify their deficits even if they work very hard.

no matter how

6. Computers are difficult things to understand, even if you read a lot of books about them.

however many

1. Crime is a problem, even if you go to relatively safe countries.

wherever

B. Now rewrite each sentence beginning with the words in bold. For example:

Providing that you return it before you go home, you can borrow my dictionary.

C. Complete these sentences using an appropriate word or expression from above and your
own ideas.

1. British universities will accept students from abroad

2. Working for a large company can be a fulfilling experience _

3. Most banks are happy to lend customers money

4. The government will reduce income tax

5. The environmental situation will continue to worsen

6. There will always be long waiting lists at our hospitals

7. Travelling helps you understand more about the world around you

D. Some nouns can be used to express condition. Complete these sentences 1-3 with one of
the words from A, B or C.

1. Being able to drive is one of the of the job of salesman.

A. prerequirements B. prerequisites C. prescriptions

2. Before you accept a job, it is important that you agree with the of the
contract.

A. conditionals B. conditions C. conditioners

3. It is a of the university that you attend an interview.

requirement B. requisite C. requiem

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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Look at the pairs of sentences in 1-20 and choose a verb from the box which can be used with
both sentences. In some cases, the meaning of the verb may change slightly. Then use a
dictionary to find other objects which can be used with the verbs.

adapt • adjust • alter • cure • demote • disappear • dissolve

exchange • expand • fade • increase • promote reduce • renew

renovate • replace • swell • switch • transform • vary

1. We need to these cars so The country found it hard to . to the
disabled people can drive them. new government

2. If the trousers are too tight, take them back to He found it hard to to living in a
the shop and ask them to them. tropical country.

3. You must the voltage or the He decided to his appearance by
system will blow up. having plastic surgery.

4. Our bills will be less if we from They had to flights at Heathrow
gas to electricity. Airport.

5. You can't the terms of the He wants to his appearance.
contract once it has been signed.

6. It will help your digestion if you Prices of flats _ from a few thousand
your diet to millions of pounds.

7. We need to our pounds for You can usually — goods which are
dollars. faulty if you show the receipt.

8. We have had to our sales force Water will when it is frozen.
to cope with the extra demand.

9. The price of oil will next year. Most bosses refuse to salaries when
they are asked.

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students {1-901659-06-2)
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10. The management decided to . the the sugar in boiling water.
company and sell the offices.

11. More and more people are moving to cities to The wasp sting caused his leg to up.
the population there.

12. The market for typewriters will probably The police are baffled by the increasing number
completely in the next few years. of people who each year.

13. The old contract ran out and we had to Many people argue that it's futile to
it. old hostilities.

14. They have received funds to the We need to the central heating as
old buildings. it is old and worn out.

15. The boss offered to him from Our main aim is to __ tourism in the
salesman to manager. country.

16. They wanted to me from If we you, you will lose a large part
manager to salesperson. of your salary.

17. If you wash it too much, the colour will We watched the islands away into
. the distance.

18. The company decided to , the You must the books on the shelf
permanent staff with freelancers. when you have finished with them.

19. The doctors were unable to her the meat in salt water for between
illness. three and five days.

20. Governments are trying to The best way to save money is to
pollution. the number of staff.

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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Describing & analysing tables
A. Look at the four tables below. These show demographic trends in four different countries
between 1996 and 2000. The numbers on the left and right of each table show the
number of people in millions. Using the information in these tables, match sentences 1-13 on
the next page with the appropriate country. Use the words and expressions in bold to help
you.

Number of people
under 18 years of age

Number of people
over 65 years of age

Number of deaths Number of

married people

Number of

single people

Country 1: Lycia

1996

Country 2: Cilica
50

1998 2000

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

Country 3: Moesia

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

Country 4: Cappadocia
50

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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Describing & analysing tables
1. In which two countries was there a considerable discrepancy between married and single people between

1996 and 1998?

2. In which country was there a constant and considerable discrepancy between married and single
people over the five-year period?

3. In which country was there a sudden and noticeable difference between those under 18 and those over
65 in 1998?

4. In which country did the number of under-18s rise dramatically between 1996 and 2000?

5. In which country did the number of under-18s increase slightly between 1996 and 2000?

6. In which country did the number of over-65s go up sharply between 1996 and 1998?

7. In which country did the number of married people decline over the five-year period?

8. In which country did the number of deaths decrease significantly between 1996 and 1999?

9. In which country was there a slight decline in the number of married people between 1998 and 1999?

10. In which country was there a sharp drop in the number of under-18s between 1997 and 1998?

11. In which country was there a slight reduction in the number of deaths over the five-year period?

12. In which country was there a significant increase in the number of deaths between 1998 and 2000?

13. In which country did the number of deaths remain constant over the five-year period?

B. Now look at the table below, which shows the changes in economic activity in a town over
a period of five years. The figures on the left and right show the number of people involved
in these activities, in thousands. Write your own sentences to describe the situation in the
town regarding the number of:

1. People employed in industry between 1996 and 2000,

2. People employed in retail between 1996 and 2000.

3. People employed in public services between 1999 and 2000.

4. People employed in tourism between 1996 and 2000.

5. Unemployed between 1998 and 2000.

6. People employed in industry compared with those in tourism in 1996.

7. People employed in industry between 1998 and 1999.

Number of people
in industry

Number of people Number of semi-skilled / skilled Number of people

in retail people in public services (including in tourism
police, doctors, bus drivers, etc.)

Number of

unemployed

10
9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1
0

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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A. Look at these sentences and decide which object is being described in each one. Use the
words in bold to help you. You will find the objects hidden in the word grid at the bottom of
the page.

1. The most important part of this object is a strip of two different metals, one on top of the other. As
they heat up, both metals expand, but one does it faster than the other. The strip bends and connects
with a switch, which turns off the power supply. When the strip cools down, the metals contract and
the switch is disconnected. (1 word)

2. This object has several component parts, most of which are made of plastic. A disc inserted into the
object spins quickly. At the same time a thin beam of light strikes the disc and converts digital symbols
into sounds. These sounds can be increased or decreased in volume by means of a button or dial.
(3 words)

3. Liquid and gas are compressed in a hard metal tube. This can be released by pushing or squeezing a
button which opens a valve. When the liquid-gas combination leaves the tube and is mixed with
oxygen, it rapidly expands. (1 word)

4. This object is mainly made of aluminium. As it moves forward, air flows over two horizontal sections.
As it accelerates, a vacuum is formed over the horizontal sections and the object is pulled into the air
by the force of this vacuum. (1 word)

5. This object consists of two main parts; one is made mainly of plastic and metal, the other is made
mainly of glass. Light enters the glass section and a small door in the device opens up when a button
is pressed. At the same time, a smaller window called an aperture adjusts itself to control the amount
of light. The light is then absorbed by a sheet of plastic coated in a special chemical. An image is
formed and this can then be processed and developed into a two-dimensional paper-based object.
(1 word)

6. A sharp blade inside a plastic container rotates very quickly. It chops or grinds anything it touches,
which we can then use to produce soup, sauces and dressing. (2 words)

7. This is a very simple object which originated in China. A small piece of paper is lit with a match. It
burns away until the flame ignites the chemical compound inside a cardboard tube. The result is a
display of light and colour. (1 word)

B. There are nine more objects hidden in the grid. Choose four of them and write a brief
description of how they work, using the bold words and expressions above.

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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A. Below, you will see eleven common situations that people encounter when they are
writing a formal letter. Choose the sentence or phrase (A, B or C) that would be most
appropriate in each situation.

1. You are writing a letter to the headteacher of a school or college, but you don't know their name.
How do you begin your letter?
A. Dear headteacher B Dear Sir / Madam C. Dear Sir

2. You have received a letter from the manager of a company which buys computer components from
your company, and you are now replying. What do you say?

A. Thank you for your letter. B. Thanks a lot for your letter. C It was great to hear from you.

3. You recently stayed in a hotel and were very unhappy with the service you received. You are now
writing to the manager. What do you say?
A. I had a horrible time at your hotel recently. B. I would like to say that I am unhappy about
your hotel. C. I would like to complain about the service I received at your hotel recently.

4. You have sent a letter of application to a college, together with your curriculum vitae which the
college requested. What do you say in the letter to explain that your curriculum vitae is attached?
A. You asked for my curriculum vitae, so here it is. B. As you can see, I've enclosed my
curriculum vitae, C. As you requested, I enclose my curriculum vitae.

5. You have applied for a job, but you would like the company to send you more information. What do
you say?
A. I would be grateful if you would send me more information. B. I want you to send me more
information, C Send me some more information, if you don't mind,

6. In a letter you have written to a company, you tell them that you expect them to reply. What do you say?
A. Write back to me soon, please. B. Please drop me a line soon.

C. l look forward to hearing from you soon.

7. In a letter you have written, you want the recipient to do something and are thanking them in
advance of their action. What do you say?

A. Thank you for your attention in this matter. B. Thanks for doing something about it.
C I am gratified that you will take appropriate action.

8. The company you work for has received an order from another company and you are writing to them
to acknowledge the order and let them know when you can deliver. What do you say?
A. About the order you sent on 12 January for... B. I would like to remind you of the order
you sent on 12 January for... C. refer to your order of 12 January

9. In a letter, you explain that the recipient can contact you if they want more information. What do you say?
A. Give me a call if you want some more information. B. If you would like any more
information, please do not hesitate to contact me. C. If you would like any more information,
why not get in touch?

10. You began a letter with the recipient's name (e.g., Dear Mr. Perrin). How do you end the letter?
A. Yours faithfully B. Yours sincerely C. Best wishes

11. You did not begin the letter with the recipient's name (see number 1 above). How do you end the letter?
A. Yours faithfully B. Yours sincerely C Best wishes

B. Look at these sentences and decide if they are true or false.

1. Formal letters are always longer than informal letters.

2. In a formal letter it is acceptable to use colloquial English, slang and idioms.

3. In a formal letter it is acceptable to use contractions (e.g., I've instead of I have)

4. In a formal letter you should include your name and address at the top of the page.

5. In a formal letter, you should always write the date in full (e.g., 1 April 2000 and not 1/4/00).

6. In a formal letter, you should always put your full name (e.g., James Harcourt and not J. Harcourt)
after your signature at the bottom of the letter.

7. Formal letters do not need to be broken into paragraphs. It is acceptable to write them as one
continuous paragraph.

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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Presenting an argument
A. Read the text below, in which somebody is trying to decide whether to go straight to
university from school, or spend a year travelling around the world. Put their argument into
the correct order, using the key words and expressions in italics to help you. The first one and
last one have been done for you.

A. (1) I'm ready in two minds about what to do when I leave school. Should I go straight to university
or should I spend a year travelling around the world?

B. It is often said that knowledge is the key to power, and I cannot disagree with this.

C. On the one hand, I would experience lots of different cultures.

D. Unfortunately, another point is that if I spent a year travelling I would need a lot of money.

E. And I'm not alone in this opinion. Many consider a sound career and a good salary to be an
important goal.

F. However, it could be argued that I would also meet lots of interesting people while I was
travelling.

G. Secondly, if I go straight to university, I'll learn so many things that will help me in my future life.

H. First of all, there are so many benefits of going straight to university.

I. But / believe that it would be easy to make a bit while I was travelling, giving English lessons or
working in hotels and shops.

J. Moreover, I'll be able to take part in the social activities that the university offers, and meet lots
of new friends who share the same interests.

K. The most important point is that the sooner I get my qualifications, the quicker I'll get a job and
start earning.

L. Nevertheless, these inconveniences would be an inevitable part of travelling and would be
greatly outweighed by the other advantages.

M. In my opinion, starting work and making money is one of the most important things in life.

N. On the other hand, I could end up suffering from culture shock, homesickness and some strange
tropical diseases.

0. Furthermore, if I spent a year travelling, I would learn more about the world.

P. (16) All right, I've made my mind up. Now, where's my nearest travel agency?

B. Using the key words and expressions in italic from the last exercise, present an argument
for one of the following issues:

1. A government's main priority is to provide education for its people.

2. The only way to save the environment is for governments to impose strict quotas on the energy we
use (for example, by restricting car ownership, limiting the water we use).

3. Satisfaction in your job is more important than the money you earn.

4. Living in a town or city is better than living in the countryside.

5. It is our responsibility to help or look after those less fortunate than ourselves (for example, the
homeless, the mentally ill).

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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Complete these sentences with the most appropriate word or expression from A, B or C.

1. The two machines considerably. One has an electric motor, the other runs
on oil.

A. differ B. differentiate C. differential

2. The in weather between the north and the south of the country is very
noticeable.

A. comparison B. contrast C. compare

3. Many people cannot between lemon juice and lime juice.

A. differ B. differentiate C. contrast

4. Children must be taught to between right and wrong.

A. differ B. contrast C. distinguish

5. There is a between being interested in politics and joining a political
party.

A. distinguish B. distinctive C. distinction

6. Can you tell the between a good boss and a bad one?

A. difference B. differentiate C contrast

7. The management must not between male and female applicants.

A. differ B. contrast C. discriminate

8. Asia covers a huge area. , Europe is very small.

A. By way of contrast B. By ways of comparing C By similar means

9. The new model of car is very to the old one.

A. same B. similar C common

10. Her political opinions are to mine.

A. same B. exactly C. identical

11. Some political parties have such similar manifestos that they are difficult to

A. tell apart B. say apart C. speak apart

12. My friends and I enjoy doing many of the same things. In that respect, we have a lot

A. in similar B. in particular C. in common

13. There seems to be a large between the number of people employed in
service industries, and those employed in the primary sector.

A. discriminate B. discretion C. discrepancy

14. British and Australian people share the same language, but in other respects they are as different
as .

A. cats and dogs B. chalk and cheese C. salt and pepper

15. Britain's economy is largely based on its industry, a few hundred years
ago it was an agrarian country.

A. wherefore B. whereas C. whereby

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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A. Look at this diagram and complete the sentences opposite using the expressions listed
below. In some cases, more than one answer is possible.

...directly opposite... ...stands outside...

...on the right-hand side of... ...halfway between...

...in close proximity to...
...in the bottom left-hand corner of...

...to the left of...
...at right angles to/perpendicular to...

...to the right of...
...roughly in the middle of...

...at the bottom of...

...on the left-hand side of...
...in the bottom right-hand corner of...

...parallel to......surrounded by...

...in the top left-hand corner of... -at the top of...

...exactly in the middle of... ...in the top right-hand corner of...

Location
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Don't forget to keep a record of the words and expressions that you have learnt, review
your notes from time to time and try to use new vocabulary items whenever possible.

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)

B. How well do you know your country? Write the name of a city, town, village or
island which...

1. is situated in the middle of your country.

2. is built on the slopes of a mountain.

3. is located on the coast.

4. stands on a cape or peninsula.

5. is built on the edge of a river or lake.

6. is a two-hour journey by car or bus from the capital.

7. is a short distance off the coast.

8. is about 10 miles (approximately 16 kilometres) from your home town.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18,

19.

Location
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Joining/becoming part of something bigger
The sentences below all contain a word or expression in italics which is related to joining two
or more things, sometimes with the result of becoming part of something bigger.
However, the words and expressions have all been put into the wrong sentence. Put them into
their correct sentence. In some cases, more than one answer is possible.

A. Move the verbs into the right sentences.

1. His salary is merged to the cost of living, and increases on an annual basis.

2. The International Book Association blended with Universal Press in 1999 to form the International
Press.

3. To get a better finish, he swallowed up the two paints together.

4. The firm integrated with its main competitor in the battle to win more customers.

5. The suggestions from all the committees were took over into the main proposal.

6. The immigrants faced hostility when they were first incorporated into the community.

7. A lot of students had problems before they amalgamated into college life.

8. When the large international college got together the smaller school, a lot of people lost their jobs.

9. The students linked one evening and decided to protest about their situation.

10. A large international company assimilated our firm last month and started making immediate
changes.

B. Move the nouns into the right sentences.

1. The alloy between England and France came close to breaking down many times during the
nineteenth century.

2. The synthesis between England and Scotland is over 300 years old.

3. The company has ten directors who provide a blend of different expertise.

4. Brass is a well-known alliance of copper and zinc.

5. Water is a coalition of hydrogen and oxygen.

6. The plan is a unification of several earlier proposals.

7. The merger of Italy did not occur until the second half of the nineteenth century.

8. The company made its fortune by selling a popular union of coffee.

9. The proposed federation of the Liberal and Labour Parties in the election was cause for much ridicule.

10. As a result of the compound with the other company, Flax International became the largest in its field,

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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A. Join the first part of a sentence in the left-hand column with a second part from the
right-hand column, using an appropriate expression showing reason or result from the
central column. In some cases, more than one of the expressions from the middle is possible.

1. The police asked him his...

2. He failed his exam...

3. A persistent cough...

4. She started haranguing
the crowd...

5. He spent the whole
weekend revising...

6. They came in quietly...

7. He refused to lend
anyone money...

8. The bank manager refused
to lend the company
more money...

9. The school was forced
to close...

10. What were your...

11. What are the...

12. Stress and overwork can...

13. The army attacked without
considering the...

14. He failed to send off his
application form and...

15. Riots and street fighting...

...ensued...

...effects of...

...prompted him to...

...on account of...

...as a consequence...

...affect...

...owing to...

...on the grounds that...

...so as not to...

...with the aim of...

...in order to...

...consequences of...

...motives in...

...due to...

...reason for...

...pass his exams.

...wake anyone.

...was unable to enroll for
the course.

...upsetting me like that?

...his lack of revision.

...starting a riot.

...its low turnover and poor
sales history.

...its action.

...when the police officers on
trial were acquitted.

...a large earthquake?

...people rarely repay a loan.

...seek professional medical
help.

...different people in
different ways.

...poor student attendance.

...speeding through the town.

B. Now complete these sentences with an appropriate expression from the central column of
the table above.

1. Panic buying when the stock market crashed.

2. People often do things without considering the their actions.

3. The government raised the income tax rate curb inflation.

4. The government raised the income tax rate curbing inflation.

5. The government raised the income tax rate the rapidly rising rate of inflation.

6. When questioned, many racists cannot give a logical their attitudes
towards other racial groups.

7. The soaring crime rate alarmed the police superintendent and , adopt a
zero-tolerance policing policy,

8. He was arrested he was a danger to others and himself.

9. The family was forced to economise go heavily into debt.

10. The fumes from motor traffic people in many different ways.

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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Generalisations & specifics
A. Match the sentences in the list below with an appropriate sentence in the list opposite. The
underlined expressions in the first list should have a similar meaning to the words or
expressions in bo/din the second list.

FIRST LIST

1. Small items of information are very important in a curriculum vitae.

2. I need to have precise information about your new proposals.

3. The plan was unable to go ahead because of a small important detail which is important in order to
make something happen.

4. He demanded to know the small, precise and sometimes unimportant details.

5. When you read a piece of text in the exam, you should read it quickly first to get the general idea.

6. Before you write an essay, you should plan it first and give a broad description without giving much
detail.

7. Odd features or details which make something different make the world a more interesting place.

8. Saying that all seventeen-year-olds take drugs is a bit of a general statement

9. Many cars have very similar typical features.

10. The huge rise in computer sales is a good example of the direction in which technology is heading.

11. Normally, most students sitting the exam manage to pass with a good grade.

12. The new library shows a good example of British architecture at its best.

13. Before you travel somewhere, it is important to make a detailed list of things that you need to take.

14. French fries with mayonnaise is a dish which is an odd feature or detail of Belgian cuisine.

15. The article shows as an example his views on the way the company should develop.

Don't forget to keep a record of the words and expressions that you have learnt, review
your notes from time to time and try to use new vocabulary items whenever possible.

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2002. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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Generalisations & specifics

SECOND LIST

A. Please let me have the specifics as soon as possible.

B. It's very frustrating when a minor technicality puts a stop to your plans.

C. In the same way, kimchii is a concoction of cabbage, chilli and garlic which is peculiar to Korea.

D. You should include full details of your past experience.

E. Once you have an outline, you will discover that your work is easier to organise.

F. We must be careful not to make too many generalisations,

G. Itemise everything in order of importance, beginning with your passport and visa.

H. As far as he was concerned, the minutiae could not be overlooked.

I. Most manufacturers are aware that these characteristics are what help sell their product.

J. It also provides us with an accurate illustration of the advances we have made in the last twenty years.

K. It illustrates his preference for increased automation.

L. Once you have the gist, it should be easier to understand it.

M. It exemplifies the style that is becoming increasingly popular with town planners.

N. In general, the average result is a B or C.

0. For example, it is a peculiarity of the British system that judges and lawyers wear wigs.

B. Write a list of the words and expressions in bold above. Put them into two groups based
on whether they are talking about general things or specific things. Try to give examples of
each word in a sentence of your own.

Don't forget to keep a record of the words and expressions that you have learnt, review
your notes from time to time and try to use new vocabulary items whenever possible.

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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A. Rearrange the letters in bold to form words which are used to focus attention on
something. They all end with the letters -LY. Write the words in the grid underneath. If you
do it correctly, you will find another word used to focus attention in the bold vertical box.

1. They reduced pollution pislmy by banning cars from the city centre during the rush hour.

2. The strange weather at the moment is gaerlly due to El Ni6&.

3. We're examining iilmprary the financial aspects of the case.

4. People ilnamy go on holiday in the summer.

5. The library is veceslxuily for the use of students and staff.

6. It's a ilaptarrculy difficult problem which we hope to resolve as soon as possible.

7. The advertisement is elcifipcsaly aimed at people over 50.

8. Some western countries, otbanly Canada and the United States, have a very high standard of living.

9. The staff are sfomly women of about twenty.

10. Our trip to Poland was rpeluy an educational visit.

11. My home town is famous hfiedy for its large number of schools and colleges.

The word in the in the bold vertical box fits into this sentence:

The company trades in the Far East.

B. Divide the words above into two groups, one group being the words which mean only or
solely, and one group being the words which mean in most cases. normally or the main reason for
something.

Only or solely In most cases, normally or the main
reason for something

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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Opinion, attitude & belief
A. The words in italics in the following sentences are all used to talk about opinion and belief.
However, the words are grammatically incorrect (for example, a noun has been used instead
of an adjective, or a verb has been used instead of a noun, etc.) or sometimes a noun has been
used which has the wrong meaning. Put the words into their correct form.

1. In my opinionated, technology is moving too quickly.

2. As far as I am concerning, happiness is more important than money.

3. Scientists are convincingly that human degradation of the environment is causing thousands of
species to become extinct.

4. The government are regardless the Third World debt as a major problem to global economic
development.

5. Hundreds of people called the television station to register their disapprove of the presenter's
behaviour.

6. She maintenance that most young people would rather work than go to school.

7. Do you reckoning that there will be an election in the next two years?

8. We strongly suspicion that the proposal to develop the computer facilities will not go ahead.

9. I doubtful that the new government will keep all its promises.

10. Do you disapproval of smoking?

11. I take strong except to people coming late or cancelling appointments at short notice.

12. A lot of people are fanatic about sport in general and football in particular.

13. British health inspectors are obsession about cleanliness in restaurant kitchens.

14. After years of struggle, the moderations have gained control of the party.

15. He has very conservatism views and disapproves of change.

16. The government are commitment to the struggle to end institutional racism in the police force.

17. She was dedication to her family and would do anything to protect them.

18. They come from a strongly tradition family who still believe in arranged marriages.

B. Put these nouns and adjectives, which describe people's beliefs, under the most appropriate
heading in the table. Can you think of any other words or expressions that you could add?

opinionated • a republican • pragmatic • a Muslim • an intellectual

a revolutionary • tolerant • a moralist • narrow-minded • bigoted

open-minded * a vegan • left-wing • right-wing • a socialist • a royalist

a buddhist • a conservative • a liberal • a communist • a vegetarian • dogmatic

moral • a fascist • religious • a Hindu • middle-of-the-road • an anarchist • a stoic

Political beliefs Personal convictions and philosophies

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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A. For each of the examples 1-15, choose an appropriate verb from the box which best fits
the description and can be used in the sample sentence.

back out • sever * quash • suppress • deter • dissuade • give up • cancel

remove • turn down • put an end to • delete • repeal • rescind • deny

1. To cut out part of a document, a computer file, etc.
To stop your hard disk becoming too full, you should any unwanted
programmes.

2. To officially end a law so that it is no longer valid.
The new government bill seeks to the existing legislation.

3. To discourage someone from doing something.
The threat of severe punishment didn't the thieves from striking again.

4. To persuade someone not to do something.
The college tries to students from entering exams which are not suitable
for them.

5. To annul or cancel a contract or agreement.
The committee decided to its earlier resolution on the use of its
premises.

6. To limit something, such as a person's freedom.
The military government attempted to the democracy movement by
arresting its leaders.

7. To end something suddenly and finally.
The Cornucopian government decided to relations with Utopia.

8. To refuse something which is offered.
You should never a good job when it's offered to you.

9. To decide not to support or be part of a project or activity after you have agreed to do so.
We decided to when we discovered the company was in financial
difficulty.

10. To state that something is not correct
Before his trial, his lawyer advised him to embezzling company funds.

11. To stop something which has been planned.
There is no refund if you your holiday less than three weeks before the
date of the departure.

12. To make a judging or ruling no longer valid.
He applied for a judicial review to the verdict.

13. To stop doing something that you have done for quite a long time.
You should smoking if you want to feel healthier.

14. To stop something which has been going on for a long time.
They agreed to their long-standing dispute.

15. To take something away.
/ would be grateful if you would my name from your mailing list.

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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A. Use the time clauses in the boxes to complete the sentences. Pay particular attention to
the words that come before or after the time clause.

Part 1: One action or situation occurring before another action or situation 1

prior to • previously • earlier • formerly • precede • by the time

1. the advent of the Industrial Revolution, pollution was virtually unheard of.

2. the army had restored order, the city had been almost completely devastated.

3. known as Burma, the republic of Myanmar is undergoing a slow and painful
political transformation.

4. A sudden drop in temperature will usually a blizzard.

5. It was my first trip on an aeroplane. I'd always gone by train.

6. The Prime Minister made a speech praising charity organisations working in Mozambique.
that day he had promised massive economic aid to stricken areas.

Part 2: One action or situation occurring at the same time as another action

while/as/just as • during/throughout • at that very moment • in the meantime/meanwhile

1. the minister was making his speech, thousands of demonstrators took to
the streets.

2. the speech they jeered and shouted slogans.

3. The minister continued speaking. the police were ordered onto the streets.

4. He finished the speech with a word of praise for the police. the sun came
out and shone down on the assembled crowd of happy supporters. \

Part 3: One action or situation occurring after another action or situation

afterwards * as soon as / once / the minute that • following

1. the earthquake, emergency organisations around the world swung into action.

2. the stock market collapsed, there was panic buying on an unprecedented scale.

3. The Klondike gold rush lasted from 1896 to 1910. the area became
practically deserted overnight.

B. Look at these words and expressions and decide if we usually use them to talk about (1)
the past, (2) the past leading to the present, (3) the present or (4) the future. Try to write a
sentence for each one.

for the next few weeks • as things stand • ever since • in medieval times

nowadays • from now on • back in the 1990s • over the past six weeks

over the coming weeks and months * in another five years' time • one day

in those days • a few decades ago • lately • at this moment in time

at the turn of the century • in my childhood / youth • at this point in history

by the end of this year • for the foreseeable future • for the past few months

last century • these days • from 1996 to 1998 • sooner or later

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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Objects & actions
A. The words in the box describe the actions of the things in 1-37. Match each action with the
thing it describes.

evaporate • explode • change • melt • fade • bounce

crumble • trickle • rise • sink • ring • contract • crack • escape

stretch • wobble • congeal • burn • spill • smoulder • erupt • spin

revolve • set • flow • slide • rotate • spread • erode • meander

turn • subside • freeze • grow • expand • vibrate • float

1. The planet Earth moving round on its axis.

2. A washing machine in its final stage of a wash.

3. The moon moving around the Earth.

4. The CD-ROM tray on a computer base unit. .

5. A house slowly sinking into soft ground.

6. Water slowly being converted into vapour.

7. Cooking fat becoming solid on an unwashed plate. _

8. Traffic moving smoothly along a motorway.

9. Water changing from a liquid to a solid because of the cold.

10. Glass changing from a solid to a liquid in very high heat.

11. A loose wheel on a car. .

12. Gas coming out of a faulty valve.

13. A rubber ball hitting the ground and going back into the air.

14. Loose windows in a window frame when a large vehicle passes nearby.

15. The population of a town becoming bigger. . _

16. A T-shirt which has been washed so often it has lost its colour. .

17. The sun coming up in the morning. -

18. The sun going down in the evening.

19. A wheel on a slow-moving train.

20. Traffic lights going from red to amber to green. ___________

21. Cliffs being slowly destroyed by the sea.

22. Documents being laid out on a table. __

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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23. A wide river winding through the countryside.

24. The sun turning people on a beach bright red.

25. An incense stick in the entrance to a temple.

26. A lump of dry earth being rubbed between somebody's fingers. '

27. Cold metal as it gets hotter. _____

28. Hot metal as it gets cooler.

29. A piece of elastic being pulled so that it becomes longer.

30. A window being hit by a stone so that a long, thin break is formed.

31. Coffee falling out of a cup by mistake.

32. A bomb suddenly blowing up.

33. An alarm clock suddenly going off.

34. A boat going to the bottom of a river.

35. Dead fish lying on the surface of a polluted lake.

36. A volcano throwing out lava and ash.

37. Orders for a new product arriving at a company very slowly.

B. Several of the words in the box above can have more than one meaning. Use your
dictionary to check which ones, then complete these sentences below with an appropriate
word. You will need to change the form of some of the words.

1. The queues for the embassy were so long they all the way down
the street.

2. "What do you think you're doing?" he angrily.

3. The government decided that the best economic course would be to let the dollar

4. Prices have been steadily all year.

5. The light from the torch began to as the batteries ran out.

6. The twig loudly as he stood on it.

7. After the rainstorms passed, the floodwaters gradually ,

8. The discussion around the problem of student accommodation.

9. The doctor his broken arm.

10. The car out of control on the icy road.

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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A. Look at the words and expressions in the box and decide if they have a positive
connotation (for example, they tell us that somebody likes something) or a negative
connotation (for example, they tell us that somebody dislikes something).

B. Now look at these pairs of sentences. Sometimes, both sentences are correct, sometimes
one of them is wrong (for example, the construction is wrong) or it does not sound natural.
Decide which ones.

1. A. It was well-known that he was loathed by the other teachers.

B. It was well-known that the other teachers loathed him.

2. A. Sometimes I yearn for some time on my own.

B. Sometimes some time on my own is yearned for.

3. A. Sport is passionate about by a lot of people.

B. A lot of people are passionate about sport.

4. A. Animals are quite fond of by British people.

B. British people are quite fond of animals.

5. A. The first time I visited Venice, I was captivated by the city.

B. The first time I visited Venice, the city captivated me.

6. A. Going to the cinema tonight is fancied by me.

B. I fancy going to the cinema tonight.

7. A. From a young age, the idea of travelling was keen on me.

B. From a young age I was keen on the idea of travelling.

8. A. I look forward to hearing from you soon.

B. To hearing from you soon I look forward.

9. A. It is a well-known fact that students dread exams.

B. It is a well-known fact that exams are dreaded by students.

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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Likes & dislikes

Don't forget to keep a record of the words and expressions that you have learnt, review
your notes from time to time and try to use new vocabulary items whenever possible.

10. A. Most children long for the long summer holiday to arrive.

B. The long summer holiday is longed for by most children.

11. A. His sense of humour is appealed to by watching other people suffer.

B. Watching other people suffer appeals to his sense of humour.

12. A. Racism is really detested by me.

B. I really detest racism.

13. A. A lot of people cannot stand the long British winters.

B. The long British winters cannot be stood by a lot of people.

14. A. The idea of living in a cold country repels me.

B. I am repelled by the idea of living in a cold country.

15. A. She was attracted to the tall, handsome man who had helped her.

B. The tall, handsome man who had helped her attracted her.

16. A. I have always been fascinated by information technology.

B. Information technology has always fascinated me.

17. A. Were you tempted by his offer of a job in Australia?

B. Did his offer of a job in Australia tempt you?

18. A. His mannerisms and habits disgusted me.

B. I was disgusted by his mannerisms and habits.

19. A. Bigoted, arrogant people revolt me.

B. I am revolted by bigoted, arrogant people.

20. A. Getting up early in the morning cannot be born by me.

B. One thing I cannot bear is getting up early in the morning.

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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Obligation & option

Don't forget to keep a record of the words and expressions that you have learnt, review
your notes from time to time and try to use new vocabulary items whenever possible.

A. Look at sentences 1-10 and decide if the explanation which follows each one is true or
false. Use the words and expressions in bold to help you decide.

1. During the exam, a pencil and eraser are required.
The people organising the exam will provide you with a pencil and an eraser.

2. Parents can be made liable for their children's debts.
Parents may be legally responsible for the money their children owe.

3. He was obliged to pay back the money that he had won.
He had the choice whether or not to pay back the money that he had won.

4. Students doing holiday jobs are exempt from paying income tax.
Students doing holiday jobs pay a smaller amount of income tax than other people.

5. The United Nations voted to impose mandatory sanctions on the country.
The United Nations imposed legally-binding sanctions which had to be obeyed by everyone, without
exception.

6. The doctors forced him to stop smoking.
The doctors asked him to stop smoking,

7. It was an emergency and she pressed the red button; there was no alternative.
There was nothing else she could do; she had to set off the alarm by pressing the red button.

8. Classes on Wednesday afternoons are optional.
It is necessary to attend classes on Wednesday afternoons.

9. It is compulsory to wear a crash helmet on a motorcycle.
It is your choice whether or not to wear a crash helmet when you ride a motorcycle.

10. The museum is asking visitors for a voluntary donation of £2.
You don't need to pay £2 to visit the museum.

B. Complete these sentences with an appropriate word or expression from the exercise
above. In some cases, more than one answer may be possible.

1. Visitors to the country are to declare any excess tobacco or alcohol
imports to the customs officer.

2. I'm afraid I have but to resign from the committee.

3. If you are caught speeding, you will be the payment of the fine.

4. Attendance at all classes is __ , otherwise you may not get a certificate at the
end of the course.

5. Many retired people do work in their local community.

6. In some countries, there is a death sentence for all drug traffickers.

7. For visitors to Britain from outside the European Union, a visa may be .

8. He said he was innocent, but the police . him to confess.

9. Most new cars come with air-conditioning.

10. Children's clothes are . __from VAT.

Peter Collin Publishing, (c) 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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Success & failure

1. The two warring countries
managed to...

2. During his first year as
President he managed to...

3. The company couldn't
afford to move to new
premises but were able to...

4. He worked hard at his job
and was soon able to...

5. The country badly needed to
increase its overall standard
of living and attempted to...

6. After four years of hard
work, the motor racing team
managed to...

7. He wanted to start a new
job, but first of all he had to...

8. Many people want to be rich
but few...

9. I have a lot of plans, and one
of them is to...

A. Match the first part of each sentence in the left-hand column with its second part in the
right-hand column using an appropriate word from the central column. These words should
collocate with the underlined words in the right-hand column. In most cases, it is possible to
use the words in the central column with more than one sentence.

SUCCESS

B. Complete these sentences with an appropriate word or expression from A, B or C.

FAILURE

1. The People's Foundation Party decided to its plans to establish a coalition government
with the Democratic Liberal Party.

A, abate B. abandon C abhor

2. Peace talks between the two countries , with neither side able to agree on terms.

A. collapsed B. collaborated C collared

3. Progress in the talks when the inevitable impasse was reached.

A. faulted B. faltered C fondled

4. Our planned visit to the Czech Republic because we were unable to get the visas.

A. fell over B. fell down C. fell through

5. The company with debts of over £1 million.

A. faulted B. folded C foiled

6. Their plans to impose stricter import quotas when the European Bank declared their
actions illegal.

A. mistook B. mislead C misfired

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)

...secure...

...accomplish...

...attain...

...achieve...

...fulfil...

...realise...

...reach...

...his ambitions of being
promoted to marketing
manager.

...my aims of doing well at
school and then going to
university.

...an agreement for a new lease.

...its targets - those of free
education and healthcare -
within eight years.

...his obligations to his current
employer.

...their goal of becoming
millionaires.

...their dreams of winning the
Monaco Grand Prix.

...a lot more than his
predecessor had in the
previous five.

...a compromise over the terms
for peace.
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Ownership, giving, lending & borrowing

donation • possessions • lease • owners • tenants • rent • property

mortgage • estate • proprietors • belongings • landlords • loan

A. Complete sentences 1-13 with an appropriate word from the box. In some cases, more than
one answer may be possible.

NOUNS

1. The law ensures that __ respect the privacy of the people who live in their houses.

2. of restaurants across the country protested at the new government tax that was
put on food.

3. Private car were hit the hardest when tax on petrol was increased.

4. The price of commercial has almost doubled in the last four years.

5. When the recession hit, he was forced to sell his 250-acre .

6. Many families lost all their when the river flooded.

7. Put your in the locker and give the key to the receptionist.

8. We will need to relinquish the offices when the runs out at the end of the year.

9. They applied to the World Bank for a to help pay off their balance of payments
deficit.

10. A lot of people lost their homes when the interest rate rose so much they were unable to pay
off their .

11. The complained to the council that the house they were living in was overrun
with vermin.

12. The law does little to protect families who are thrown out of their homes because they are unable to
pay the .

13. Everybody is being asked to make a to help the victims of the disaster.

B. The words in bold have been put into the wrong sentences. Decide which sentences they
should belong in. In some cases, more than one answer is possible.

VERBS

1. Banks will refuse to rent money to anyone without sufficient collateral.

2. If you want to contribute a room in the centre of the city, you should be prepared to pay a lot of
money.

3. The best way to see the country is to provide a car from an agency for a couple of weeks.

4. Companies allocate from banks to finance their business.

5. It is not only the wealthy who provide for money to charities.

6. It is our responsibility to leave our parents when they get old.

7. The government will tax you heavily for any money that your relatives may lend for you in their will.

8. Local councils will borrow free accommodation to the most needy on a first-come, first-served basis.

9. Charities such as the Red Crescent hire free medical aid to areas hit by disasters.

Peter Collin Publishing, © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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Groups

batch • huddle • heap / pile • company • stack • team • litter

' swarm • flock • platoon • bundle • herd • throng • gang • crowd

bunch • set • pack • staff • group • crew • cast • shoal / school

delegation • tribunal • symposium • seminar • lecture • tutorial

B. Complete these sentences using one of the words from the above task. In some cases, more
than one answer is possible.

1. After the election, the huge _______ danced in the street
2. The refugees sat in a small, tight underneath some trees.
3. The first prize was a of cheap saucepans.
4 The school is closed because the are on strike.
5. The theatre benefited from a government grant.
6. Following an outbreak of BSE, a of cows has been destroyed.
7. The company processed a of orders.
8. A of football fans wandered around the street breaking shop windows.
9. Half the of the film were nominated for Oscars.
10. They threw the weapons in a on the ground.
11. A small of people petitioned the Prime Minister outside his house.
12. The of fish that had been caught were deemed inedible owing to pollution in the water.

13. We were all surprised when our dog gave birth to a of puppies.
14. Cabin on aircraft are drilled in safety procedure.
15. As winter approaches, the of starlings fly south to warmer climes.
16. Half the football were sent off in disgrace.

17. The stars had difficulty making their way through the of people outside the cinema.
18. A of soldiers from the Third Infantry have been charged with human rights abuses.
19. The immigrant arrived clutching nothing but a of personal possessions.
20. A of flowers is always an acceptable gift if you visit someone.
21. We were unable to open the door because a of boxes was blocking it.
22. The women fell on the surprised burglar like a of wild dogs.
23. The harvest was destroyed by a huge of insects.

C. The following words all refer to groups of people meeting for a specific purpose. Match the
words with their definitions below.

A. students listening to a talk on a particular subject
B. a group of representatives (for example, of a union) who want to explain something to someone
C. a student or small group of students who attend a teaching session
D. a meeting organised to discuss a specialised subject
E. a small group of university students discussing a subject with a teacher
F. a specialist court outside the main judicial system which examines special problems and makes judgements

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students {1-901659-06-2)
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Around the world

Don't forget to keep a record of the words and expressions that you have learnt, review
your notes from time to time and try to use new vocabulary items whenever possible.

A. Choose the correct geo-political word in A, B or C to complete each of these sentences.

1. Japan, Korea and the Philippines are all in the .

A. Near East B. Middle East C Far East

2. The South Pole is situated in the .

A. Arctic B. Antarctic C Antarctica

3. New Zealand is part of .

A. Australia B. Australasia C. Austria

4. Bangladesh is part of .

A. the Indian Subcontinent B. India C. Indiana

5. Nicaragua is a country in .

A. North America B. South America C Central America

6. Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Panama and Honduras all form part of .

A. Latin America B. Spanish America C South America

7. Apartheid was abolished in _____ in the 1990s.

A. southern Africa B. North Africa C South Africa

8. The United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland form a group of islands known as

A. Great Britain B. England C. The British Isles

9. The United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland form part of .

A, Continental Europe B. Mainland Europe C. Europe

10. Kuwait, Oman and the United Arab Emirates form part of what is known

as___________ .

A. the West Indies B. the Gulf States C. the European Union

11. Norway, Sweden, Finland and Denmark are known collectively as _______ .

A. the Baltic Republics B. the Caribbean C. Scandinavia

Peter Collin Publishing. (c) 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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Around the world

Greece • Portugal • Ireland • Belgium • Finland • England • Wales

Scotland • The Netherlands • Lebanon • Malaysia • Norway • Sweden

Thailand • Peru • Bangladesh • Israel • Japan • Russia • Iran

America • Canada • Spain • Turkey • Kuwait • Switzerland • Arabia

Denmark • Yemen • Iraq • Australia • Malta • Philippines • Poland

B. Change each country / area below into the nationality and / or language spoken of the
people who come from that place (for example: Britain = British). Write each word in the
appropriate space in the table. Be careful, because usually we add or remove letters to / from
the name of the country before we add the ending.

C. A quick quiz. Answer these questions.

1. What do we call a variety of language spoken in a particular area? Is it an accent, a dialect or an
idiom?

2. What is your mother tongue?

3 What do we call a person who is able to speak (a) two languages and (b) three or more languages
fluently?

4. With regard to your country, what is (a) the name of the continent in which it is located, (b) the main
language spoken and (c) the nationality of the people

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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Size, quantity & dimension
A. Look at the following list and decide whether we are talking about something big (in
terms of size, quantity or dimension) or something small.

1. a minute amount of dust 14. a giant building

2. a minuscule piece of cloth . 15 a gargantuan meal

3. an enormous book
16. a wide avenue

4. a mammoth job
17. a broad river

5. a huge waste of time
18. a tall man

6. a vast room
19. a high mountain

7. a gigantic wave

20. a deep lake
8. a tiny car

21. a shallow pool
9. a monumental error

22. a long-distance journey
10. a colossal statue

11. plenty of food 23. a vast crowd of supporters _____________

12. dozens of times 24. tons of work ________________________

13. a narrow alleyway 25. a great deal of time

B. Now complete these sentences using one of the expressions above. In some cases, more
than one answer is possible.

1. Before you embark on , it is essential that you are well-prepared.

2. We spent working on the plans for the new library.

3. I've told you not to smoke in here.

4. must have blown into the camera and scratched the film.

5. Villages along the coast were destroyed when caused by the earthquake
swept houses into the sea.

6. It was going there; he didn't even turn up.

7. One of the Roman emperor Nero's greatest excesses was to build of
himself in the city centre.

Peter Collin Publishing. (c) 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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Size, quantity & dimension
8. Despite the poor harvest, there was for the whole population.

9. called the Thames separates the city of London from the suburbs
to the south.

10. gathered to see their favourite football team.

11. We ate and then lay down to rest.

12. It was and his voice echoed around the walls.

13. We have to do in the next few days, so I suggest we start as soon
as possible.

14. Loch Ness is in the Highlands of Scotland.

15. The only evidence was which was stuck on a branch of one of the trees in
the garden.

16. 'Sumo' is containing almost 1,000 pictures by the controversial
photographer Helmut Newton.

17. He had to do, so took the phone off the hook, made himself some coffee
and sat down at his desk.

18. The Matterhorn, in Switzerland, has claimed the lives of many who have
tried to climb it.

19. He made in his calculations and had to start all over again.

20. The manufacturers have built which is ideal for getting around the city.

21. The NEC in Birmingham is which is used for concerts and exhibitions.

22. The main feature of the town is a lined with shops and cafes.

23. I could see the key glittering at the bottom of .

24. Legend spoke of dressed in gold, known as El Dorado.

25. ran along the side of the house to a garden at the rear.

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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Shape & features
A. (Shape) Match the words below with the picture that best represents each word.

1. pyramid 2. cube 3. crescent 4. spiral 5. cone 6. sphere

• 7. rectangle 8. triangle 9. square 10. circle 11. cylinder 12. oval

B. (Shape) Look at the following list of words and decide what the correct adjective form is,
A, B or C.

1. sphere A. spherous B. spherical C. spherocous

2. cube A. cubed B. cubous C cubal

3. cone A. conacular B. conous C. conical

4. rectanale A. rectanalous B. rectanglis C. rectangular

5. trianale A. trianaular B. trianalous C triangled

6, circle A. circled B. circulous C circular

7. square A. square B. squaret C. squarous

8. cylinder A. cvlindrous B. cylindal C cylindrical

C. (Features) Match the descriptions on the left with the objects, geographical features, etc.,
on the right.

1. a sharp edge with jagged teeth A. a country road in very poor condition

2. steep, with a pointed peak B. somebody's hair

3. rolling, with undulating wheat fields C a very old tree

4. curved, with a smooth surface D. a knife

5. flat, with words and dotted lines E. a slow-moving river

6. wavy, with blonde hi-lights F. a mountain

7. meandering, with a calm surface G. a banana

8. winding and bumpy, with deep potholes H. agricultural countryside

9. hollow, with rough bark I. an application form

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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Emphasis & misunderstanding

mix-up • obscure • impression • distorted
misapprehension • mistaken • confusion • assumed • confused

A. (Emphasis) Match the sentences on the left with an appropriate sentence on the right.

1. The minister's emphasis on the word A. The government will have to sit up and
'peace' was noticeable. take note of what these important people

2. Our guide accentuated the importance of have to say
remaining calm if there was trouble. B. She emphasised the fact that panicking

would only make matters worse.3. Our teacher explained that it was crucially
important to pace ourselves while revising C. The leader gave prominence to the need to
for the exam. create better job opportunities.

4. At the People's Party conference, the accent D. We consider progress in this field to be
was on youth unemployment. extremely important.

5. Prominent trade unionists have called for a E. He put great stress on the maxim that 'All
boycott of imported goods. work and no play makes Jack a dull boy'.

6. It is of crucial importance that we make F. He stressed again and again the importance
more use of technology if we are to make of an established detente.
progress.

B. (Emphasis) Now complete these sentences with an expression in bold from the above
exercise. In some cases, more than one answer may be possible.

1. Some medical treatments do very little to help the patient. In fact, in some cases, they only
the pain.

2. The revolution began when a member of the ruling party was
assassinated.

3. At the meeting of the Students' Council, the was on better standards of
accommodation.

4. She the need to be fully prepared for all eventualities while travelling.

5. The Minister of Transport on the need for an integrated transport policy.

6. It is that we try to improve relations between our countries.

7. She banged the table for as she spoke.

C. (Misunderstanding) Complete sentences 1 - 8 with an appropriate word or expression from
the box. In some cases, more than one answer is possible.

1. She was by the journalist's questions.

2. There were scenes of at the airport when the snowstorm stopped all the flights.

3. We nearly didn't catch our flight because of a over the tickets.

4. There are several points in his letter. It's not very clear.

5. He the meaning of my speech, creating the false impression that I was a racist.

6. He was under the that socialism and communism were the same thing.

7. The jury , wrongly, that he was innocent.

8. They were in the belief that the refugees were in the country for
economic rather than political reasons.

9. The press were under the that the Prime Minister was about to resign.

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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Changes
A. Look at these sentences and decide if the statement which follows each one is true or false.
Use the words and expressions in bold to help you decide.

1. The population of the country has trebled in the last 25 years.

There has been a dramatic increase in the number of people living in the country.

2. Unemployment has dropped by about 2% every year for the last six years.

There has been a steady decrease in the number of people out of work.

3. The government has spent a lot of money improving roads around the country.

There has been a deterioration in the national road system.

4. The number of exam passes achieved by the school's pupils has risen by almost 50%.

There has been a decline in the number of exam passes.

5. American travellers abroad have discovered that they can buy more foreign currency with their dollar.

There has been a weakening of the dollar.

6. It is now much easier to import goods into the country than it was a few years ago.

There has been a tightening up of border controls.

7. We're increasing our stocks of coal before the winter begins.

We're running down our stocks of coal.

8. Prices have gone up by about 4% every year since 1998.

There has been a constant rise in the rate of inflation.

9. The pass rate for the exam was 3% lower this year than it was last year.

There has been a sharp fall in the pass rate.

10. The alliance are going to reduce the number of conventional weapons in their armed forces.

The alliance are going to build up the number of weapons they have.

11. Deflation has adversely affected industries around the country.

There has been a growth in industrial activity.

12. The rules are much stricter now than they were before.

There has been a relaxation of the rules.

13. Last year, 12% of the population worked in industry and 10% worked in agriculture. This year, 14%
of the population work in industry and 8% work in agriculture.

There has been a narrowing of the gap between those working in different sectors of the economy.

Peter Collin Publishing. (c) 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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Changes
14. Some management roles in the company will not exist this time next year.

Some management roles are going to be phased out.

15. More people are shopping at large supermarkets rather than small village shops.

There has been an upward trend in the number of people shopping in small village shops.

16. Her English is dearly better now than it was when she first arrived.

There has been marked progress in her English.

17. People live in better houses, drive nicer cars and eat higher-quality food than they did twenty
years ago.

There has been a general improvement in the standard of living.

18. Our company has opened factories in France, Germany and Italy in the last five years.

Our company has witnessed considerable expansion in the last five years.

19. The government will spend less on the National Health Service next year.

There are going to be cuts in healthcare spending next year.

20. British people nowadays want to see more of the world.

British people nowadays want to narrow their horizons.

B. Check your answers, then use some of the words and expressions in bold above and in the
answer key to write some sentences about your country.

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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Opposites

withdrew • fell • rewarded • loosened • refused (to let) • set

denied • deteriorated • abandoned • lowered

demolished • retreated • simplified • defended • rejected

A. Replace the words in bold in these sentences with a word from the box which has an
opposite meaning.

VERBS

1. They accepted the offer of a ceasefire.

2. He admitted telling lies in his original statement.

3. The army slowly advanced, leaving a trail of devastation in its path.

4. They agreed to meet to discuss the future of the organisation.

5. The minister attacked his party's policies in a speech in Parliament.

6. The apartments blocks they built were the ugliest in the city.

7. He complicated matters by rewriting the original proposal,

8. They continued their plans to assassinate the king when he opened the parliament.

9. He deposited £7,000 - half his college fees for the forthcoming year.

10. Relations between the two countries have improved considerably in the last year.

11. He permitted us to present our petition directly to the President.

12. The members of the commune were punished for their part in the revolution.

13. He raised the overall standards of the company within two months of his appointment.

14. As soon as the sun rose, the demonstrators began to appear on the streets.

15. Prices rose sharply in the first three months of the financial year.

16. As soon as he had tightened the knots, he pushed the boat out.

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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Opposites

scarce • easy • approximate • dim • compulsory

delicate • innocent • detrimental • reluctant • crude

even • clear • graceful • clear • flexible

Don't forget to keep a record of the words and expressions that you have learnt, review
your notes from time to time and try to use new vocabulary items whenever possible.

ADJECTIVES

1. The meaning of his words was very ambiguous.

2. According to his colleagues, he's a very awkward person to deal with.

3. When she first started dancing, she was very awkward.

4. His policies were beneficial to the economy as a whole.

5. We need exact figures before we embark on a new venture.

6. The jury decided he was guilty of the crime.

7. Add up all the odd numbers between 1 and 20 to get a result.

8. Despite the weather, supplies of food after the harvest were plentiful.

9. The laws protecting the green belt around the city are very rigid.

10. There is a slight difference in the way the company is run these days compared with a few years ago.

11. The device is very sophisticated and should only be operated by someone who is familiar with it

12. The spices used in the production of some international dishes have a very strong flavour.

13. The strong light from the torch picked out details on the walls of the cave.

14. Attendance at afternoon classes should be voluntary.

15. A lot of students are willing to attend classes on Saturday morning.

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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Addition, equation & conclusion

to sum up briefly • along with • it can be concluded that • also

similarly • likewise • besides i to conclude • too

in addition • in brief • in the same way • thus

what's more • furthermore • moreover • along with

to summarise • as well as • therefore • correspondingly

Addition
(For example: and)

Equation
(For example: equally)

Conclusion
(For example: in conclusion)

This module will help you to review more of the important words that we use to join ideas in
an essay, a verbal presentation or sometimes in everyday speech (also see page 1 - Condition
- and page 9 - Contrast & comparison).

A. Put the following words and expressions into their correct place in the table depending on
their function.

B. Complete these sentences with one of the words or expressions from above. In most cases,
more than one answer is possible.

1. Tourism brings much needed money to developing countries. , it provides
employment for the local population,

2. bringing much needed money to developing countries, tourism provides
employment for the local population.

3. Tourists should respect the local environment. _ they should respect the
local customs.

4. industrial waste, pollution from car fumes is poisoning the environment.

5. In order to travel, you need a passport. , you might need a visa,
immunisation jabs and written permission to visit certain areas.

6. Drugs are banned in Britain - weapons such as guns and knives.

7. All power corrupts. , absolute power corrupts absolutely.

8. You shouldn't smoke, drink, take drugs or eat unhealthy food. , you
should live a more healthy lifestyle.

9. The ozone layer is becoming depleted, the air in the cities is becoming too dirty to breathe and our
seas and rivers are no longer safe to swim in. pollution is slowly
destroying the planet.

10. Your grades have been very poor all year. you need to work really hard
if you want to pass your exams next month.

Peter Collin Publishing, (c) 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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Task commands
Look at the list of tasks in the first list. In particular, look at the words in bold, which are
telling the writer/speaker what he/she must do. Match these words with a suitable definition
of the task command in the second list. Two of these definitions can be used more than once.

1. Account for the increased use of technology in modern society.

2. Analyse the effects of climactic change around the world.

3. Assess the improvements you have made in your English since you started using this book.

4. Compare the lifestyles of young people in Britain and young people in your country.

5. Define the word 'hope'.

6. Demonstrate the different features of this computer.

7. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of growing up in a single-parent family.

8. Elaborate on your feelings about capital punishment.

9. Estimate the costs of setting up a website for the company.

10. Evaluate how useful our class visit to the Bank of England was.

11. Examine the causes of global warming.

12. Explain the sudden interest in old-fashioned toys such as yo-yos.

13. Identify the person who attacked you.

14. Illustrate the problems the National Health Service is currently facing.

15. Justify your reasons for refusing to help me.

16. Outline the history of the motor car in the last fifty years.

17. Predict the changes that we are going to see in information technology in the next ten years.

18. Suggest ways in which you can become a more efficient student.

19. Summarise your feelings towards a united Europe. _____

20. Trace the development of nuclear technology from its earliest days.

A. Describe what you think can be done in order to achieve something.

B. Tell in advance what you think will happen,

C. Explain, with real examples, why something has happened or is happening.

D. Give a brief history of something, in the order in which it happened.

E. Give the meaning of something.

F. Talk about something with someone else, or write about it from different viewpoints.

G. Calculate (but not exactly) the value or cost of something.

H. Give a broad description of something without giving too much detail.

l. Explain something closely and scientifically.

J. Write or talk about the different aspects (e.g., causes, results) of something.

K. Explain something in more detail than you did previously.

L. Look at two things side by side to see how they are similar or different

M. Explain something in a few main points, without giving too much detail.

N. Say why something has happened.

O. Show or prove that something is right or good.

P. Show how something works, usually by physically operating it so that the other person knows what
it does and how it works.

Q. Give a physical description of somebody.

R. Calculate the value of something.

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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Confusing words & false friends
CONFUSING WORDS

Confusing words are two or more words which have a similar meaning to each other but are
used in a different way.

OR
Are related to the same topic, but have a different meaning.

OR

Look similar, but have a different meaning.

FALSE FRIENDS

False friends are words in English which have a similar-looking word in another language but
which have a different meaning.

Complete the following sentences with the appropriate word.

1. action / activity

The police took immediate when they realised the situation was getting out

of hand.

Economic stagnated as the recession took hold.

2. advice / advise

Can you me on the best course of action to take?

He offered me some excellent .

3. affect/effect

Cuts in spending will have a serious ___ __ on the National Health Service.

The strike will seriously train services.

4. appreciable / appreciative

There is an difference between manslaughter and murder.

She was very of our efforts to help.

5. assumption /presumption

They raised taxes on the that it would help control spending.

It's sheer for the government to suggest things have improved since they came

to power.

6. avoid /prevent

Rapid government reforms managed to a revolution taking place.

He's always trying to taking a decision if he can help it.

7. beside / besides

The office is just the railway station.

their regular daytime job, many people do extra work in the evening.

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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Confusing words & false friends
8. briefly /shortly

before the conflict began, the army pulled down the border posts.

• The minister spoke about the need for political reform.

9. channel /canal

The television received a formal complaint about the programme.

The Suez was built in the second half of the nineteenth century.

10. conscientious / conscious

Most people are of the need to protect the environment.

workers should be rewarded for their hard work.

11. continual/ continuous

A trade embargo has badly affected the economic infrastructure.

The computer has given us problems ever since we installed it.

12. control / inspect

Environmental health officers regularly kitchens and other food preparation areas.

The government plans to the price of meat to make sure it doesn't go up

too much.

13 criticism(s) / objection(s)

They didn't raise any when we insisted on inspecting the figures.

The government's plan was met with severe .

14. damage / injury / harm

It was a severe ____ which needed immediate hospital treatment.

A lot of was caused to buildings along the coast during the storm.

There's no in taking a break from your job now and then.

15. discover / invent

When did he the telephone?

Did Alexander Fleming penicillin?

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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Confusing words & false friends
16. during / for / while

Shops were dosed the duration of the conflict.

the transition from a dictatorship to democracy, the country experienced severe

strikes and riots.

The bomb went off the President was making his speech.

17. however/ moreover

The plan was good in theory. , in practice it was extremely difficult to

implement.

The plan was excellent. , it was clear from the beginning that it was going to be

a success.

18. inconsiderate / inconsiderable

An amount of money was wasted.

behaviour makes life unpleasant for everybody.

19. intolerable /intolerant

I consider his behaviour to be quite .

The government is of other political parties.

20. job / work

Everybody has the right to a decent with good pay.

Following the recession, many people are still looking for .

21. lay(s)/lie(s)
The city of Quito near the equator.

The manager made it clear he intended to down some strict rules.

22. look at /watch
We must the situation in Lugumba carefully, and be prepared to act if violence

flares again.

We need to „__ the problem carefully and decide if there is anything we can do

about it.

23. permission / permit

I'm afraid we can't photography in here.

They received to attend the sessions as long as they didn't interrupt.

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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24. possibility / chance

There is always the that the government will reverse its decision.

If we act now, we have a good of finding a cure for the disease.

25. practice /practice
It's important to your English whenever possible.

You need more before you take the exam.

26. priceless / worthless

_________ paintings by artists like Van Gogh should not be in the hands of private

collectors.

As inflation spiralled out of control, paper money suddenly became .

27. principal(s) /principle(s)

Many people refuse to eat meat on .

The of the college is an ardent non-smoker.

The country's products are paper and wood.

Not many people are familiar with the of nuclear physics.

28. process / procession

The made its way down the avenue.

Applying for a visa can be a long and frustrating .

29. raise/rise

As prices , demand usually drops.

In response to the current oil shortage, most airlines plan to their fares.

30. respectable / respectful

The delegates listened in silence as the chairman spoke.

They want to bring up their children in an area which is considered to be .

31. treat/cure

Hospitals are so understaffed that they find it almost impossible to patients with

minor injuries.

They were unable to the disease, and hundreds died as a result.

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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Useful interview expressions

Agreeing with somebody

Example: Yes, I agree.

Interrupting

Example: Excuse me for interrupting.

Asking somebody for their opinion

Example: What do you think about..?

Giving yourself time to think

Example: (in response to a question)
Let me see.

Disagreeing with somebody

Example: I'm afraid I disagree.

Asking for clarification or repetition

Example: I'm sorry?

Saying something in another way

Example: What I mean is

Summing up

Example: So basically. ....

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)

Below you will see some common expressions that you might find useful in the IELTS speaking
test. Put each expression into the correct box according to the function of that expression.

1. May I think about that for a
moment?

2. In short,...

3. What I'm trying to say is...

4. To sum up,...

5. What are your views on...?

6. Would you mind repeating
that?

7. How can I put this?

8. In other words...

9. Sorry to butt in...

10. Well, as a matter of fact...

11. I'm not so sure about that

12. Pardon?

13. I can't help thinking the
same

14. What are your feelings
about...?

15. So in conclusion,...

16. I see things rather
differently myself

17. True enough

18. That's right

19. I don't entirely agree with
you

20. Perhaps I should make that
clearer by saying...

21. How can I best say this?

22. Could you repeat what you
said?

23. I couldn't agree more

24. Actually...

25. To put it another way...

26. That's just what I was
thinking

27. In brief,...

28. Could I just say that...

29. Well, my own opinion is
that...

30. That's my view exactly

31. To summarise,...

32. What was that?

33. I must take issue with you
on that

34. Let me get this right

35. Sorry to interrupt, but...

36. I'm afraid I didn't catch that

37. What's your opinion?
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Phrasal verbs

Verb

Break

Call

Carry

Come

Count

Cut

End

Face

Fall

Get

Give

Go

Hang

Hold

Keep

Let

Look

Make

Pick

Pull

Put

Run

Set

Show

Sort

Split

Take

Turn

Wear

Work

Prepositions which can be added to form phrasal verbs Preposition

about

across

after

along

aside

at

away

back

behind

by

do

down

for

forward

in

into

off

on

out

over

round

through

to

up

without

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001, For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-90165S-06-2)

Phrasal verbs (a verb and a preposition / prepositions combined to form a new expression) are
a large and very important area of English vocabulary which many students ignore. There are
a lot of them, and many phrasal verbs can have more than one meaning.

Below, on the left, you will see a list of many of the verbs which are used to make phrasal
verbs (the most commonly used ones are in bold). On the right you will see the prepositions
which can work with these verbs to form phrasal verbs. Use a dictionary to find out which
verb / preposition combinations are possible and complete the table at the bottom of the page.

You should try to build up a bank of the phrasal verbs which you are unfamiliar with and
which you think are important. On the next page, there is a record sheet which you can
photocopy as many times as you like, make a note of phrasal verbs on, and add to your files.

Don't forget that some phrasal verbs use more than one preposition (for example, We ran up against some problems)
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Phrasal verb record sheet

Phrasal Verb Definition Sample sentence(s)

MAIN VERB:

Continue on a new page if you need to add more phrasal verbs to your list

You may photocopy this page

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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Spelling: commonly misspelled words

Welcome to St. Clarissa's!

1 . Welcome to St. Clarissa's School of English. We hope you have an enjoyable stay with us. We suggest

that you pay attention to the following advise if you want to make the most of your time here.

2. Attend all your lessons and do all your homework so that you can acheive your aims.

3. Make the most of your free time to aquire new learning skills which you can use when you return

to your country and continue to study English.

4. Don't forget to make optimum use of the college sports facilities, including the gym and

swiming pool.

5. Take care of your personal belongings at all times. It is not unusual for thiefs to steal things from

the classrooms.

6. Students hopeing to continue their studies at a British university should talk to the Educational

Services officer.

7. Your happyness here is very important to us. Speak to your personal tutor if you have any problems.

A. Each paragraph in this information leaflet contains one spelling mistake. Identify the
mistake and correct it in each case. When you have finished, check the key and explanatory
notes at the back of this book. Then do Exercise B below.

B. When you have checked the answers to the above exercise, identify and correct the
spelling mistakes in these sentences.

1. I respect the party's acknowledgment of defeat in the election.

2. It is argueable whether travel is faster now than it was fifty years ago.

3. Very few people are currently benefitting from social security.

4. Many South-East Asian states are doing a lot of busness with European countries.

5. The government's anti-smoking campain is having little effect.

5. Cancelations will be accepted until a week before departure.

7. Weather conditions can be very changable in maritime climates.

8. There is no point condeming the council for their lack of action.

9. Consientious students do not always get the best results.

10. The hieght of the bridge is only four metres.

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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Spelling: commonly misspelled words
11. In some countries, financial problems are too large to he managable.

12. His speech decieved millions.

13. Hundreds of lifes are being lost daily due to careless drivers.

14. Earthquake survivers often remain in shock for several days.

15. It is essential to practice daily if you want to become a good musician.

C. Not all English words have rules to help you remember how they are spelt. In many cases,
you must learn each individual word. Look at the sentences below. Each one contains a word
which is often spelt incorrectly. Choose the correct spelling, A, B or C, for each sentence.

1. The former president was sentenced in his .

A. absence B. absance C abscence

2. The first step to becoming a good photograper is to buy the correct .

A. accesories B. accessories C acessories

3. Visitors have difficulty finding during the summer.

A. acommodation B. accommodation C accomodation

4. City planners can sometimes be very in their approach to traffic calming.

A. aggressive B. aggresive C agressive

5. The managing director made an important to his staff.

A. anouncement B. announcment C announcement

6. The college offers a course in commercial .

A. correspondance B. corespondence C correspondence

7. Between 1997 and 2001, a drop will be seen in the market.

A. defenite B. definate C definite

8. The government openly of the current judicial system.

A. dissaproves B. disapproves C diseproves

9. Governments need to with charities in developing countries.

A. liase B. leaise C liaise

10. A lot of people do not have the qualifications for the job.

A. necesary B. neccesary C necessary

11. A car is a if you live in the country.

A. necessity B. neccesity C necesity

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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Education

primary • numeracy • graduate • evening class • course

discipline • literacy • day release • kindergarten • enrol

secondary • skills • pass • correspondence • qualifications • degree

1. When Michael was three, he started going to a .

2. At the age of five, he entered education.

3. He learned basic such as

and ,

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)

Task 1: Look at the sentences below and fill in the gaps using the appropriate word from
A. B or C

1. He didn't get a good grade the first time he did his IELTS exam, so decided to „__ it.
A. resit B. remake C. repair

2 People who attend university later in life are often called students.
A. aged B. mature C old

3 Although she had left school and was working, she went to evening classes at the local College of
Education.

A. Upper B. Further C. Higher

4. After he left school, he decided to go on to education and applied for a place at
Edinburgh University.

A. further B. upper C higher

5 He received a local government to help him pay for his course.
A. fee B. fare C grant

6 Education helps us to acquire knowledge and learn new ________ .
A. skills B. powers C abilities

7 Although she already had a first degree from university, she decided that she wanted to work towards
a degree later in life.

A. further B. senior C higher

8 We should make the best of every to learn.
A. chance B. opportunity C availability

9 Nowadays, education is promoted a lot in schools.
A. body B. health C. vitality

10. A large number of parents are dissatisfied with the education system, and put their
children into private schools instead.

A. government B. national C state

11. Because so many students find exams stressful, some colleges offer a system of
assessment instead.

A. continual B. continuous C ongoing

12. He has read a lot of books and a lot of knowledge.
A. acquired B. won C achieved

Task 2: Complete sentences 1-11 with a suitable word or expression from the box.
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Education
4. After he turned eleven he began to attend school.

5. Although he was lazy and lacked sufficient . ___________ , he was able to
his exams.

6. When he was eighteen he found a college which offered a in Art
and Design.

7. He was able to for the course a few days before his nineteenth birthday.

8. He worked hard and three years later was able to _____ with a
in Art and Design.

9. After that he followed a course in photography from a college in the USA
using the Internet.

10. The he gained impressed an advertising company he wanted to work for.

11. Although he is now working, he has decided to attend an after work,
although he was disappointed that his boss didn't offer him .

Task 3: Now read this essay and complete the gaps with one of the words or expressions from
Tasks 1 and 2. You may need to change the form of some of the words.

'You are never too old to learn'. Do you agree with this statement?

Education is a long process that not only provides us with basic (1) such as
(2) and (3) , but is also essential in shaping our
future lives. From the moment we enter (4) as small children, and as we
progress through (5) and (6) education, we are
laying the foundations for the life ahead of us. We must (7) ourselves to work
hard so that we can (8) exams and gain the (9)
we will need to secure a good job. We must also (10)__ _____ valuable life skills so
that we can fit in and work with those around us. And of course (11)
education helps us to understand how we can stay fit and healthy.

For most people, this process ends when they are in their mid-to-late teens. For others, however, it is the
beginning of a lifetime of learning. After they finish school, many progress to
(12) education where they will learn more useful skills such as computer
literacy or basic business management. Others will (13) on a programme of
(14) education at a university where, with hard work, they will have the
opportunity to (15) after three or four years with a well-earned
(16) . After that, they may work for a while before opting to study for a
(17) degree - an MA, for example, or a PhD, Alternatively, they may choose
to attend an (18) after work or, if they have a sympathetic employer, obtain
(19) so that they can study during the week. And if they live a long way from
a college or university, they might follow a (20)__ __ _ . course using mail and the
Internet. In fact, it is largely due to the proliferation of computers that many people, who have not been
near a school for many years, have started to study again and can proudly class themselves as
(21) students.

We live in a fascinating and constantly changing world, and we must continually learn and acquire new
knowledge if we are to adapt and keep up with changing events. Our schooldays are just the beginning
of this process, and we should make the best of every (22) to develop
ourselves, whether we are eighteen or eighty. You are, indeed, never too old to learn.

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2}
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The media

1. current affairs 2. reporters 3. journalists 4. tabloids
5. broadsheets 6. coverage 7. information overload 8. broadcasts

9. web 10. website 11. download 12. the Internet 13. log on

A. large format newspapers

B. small format newspapers

C. people who write for newspapers or
periodicals

D. the amount of space or time given to an
event in newspapers or on television

E. the political situation as it is now

F. radio or television programmes

G. to enter a password and start to access
a computer system

H. journalists who write reports of events
for a newspaper, periodical or television
programme

1. the millions of pages and sites which
display text and images within the
Internet

J. to transfer pages from a web site onto
our own computer

K. the international network linking
millions of computers

L a modern expression referring to the
inability of a human to process
everything he or she hears and sees

M. a collection of related pages on the
World Wide Web created by a company,
organisation or individual

entertainment • invasion of privacy • exploiting • libel • censorship

information • readership • media tycoon • paparazzi • freedom of the press

unscrupulous • gutter press • chequebook journalism

Interviewer: Welcome to today's programme. Today we will be discussing the
1 , and asking the question: Should we allow newspapers and
television channels to print or say whatever they like? In the studio I have television
personality Timothy Blake and 2 Rupert Poubelle, multi-
millionaire owner of the Daily Views newspaper. Timothy, let's start with you.

T.B.: Thank you. In my opinion, it's time the government imposed stricter
3 of the press in order to prevent
4 journalists and reporters from making money by
5 people. I have often accused Mr Poubelle's organisation of
6 - nowadays I can't even sunbathe in my garden without
being photographed by his hoardes of 7 __ They're like
vultures. And everything they print about me is lies, complete rubbish.

Interviewer: But isn't it true that the media provides us with valuable 8

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)

Task 2: Complete this extract from a television interview with an appropriate word or
expression from the box.

Box B.

Task 1: Match the words and expressions in box A with a suitable definition in box B.

Box A.
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The media
and 9 , and censorship would deprive us of much of this?
Rupert?

R.P.: Of course. Mr. Blake's accusations are unfounded, as are the accusations of
10 we have received, and I can safely say that my journalists
never pay people money to create stories. We are simply reporting the truth. Of course,
if Mr. Blake wants to sue us for 11 , he is very welcome to try.
But he would be depriving our 12 - all eight million of them
- of the things they want...

T.B.: You're talking rubbish, as usual, like the pathetic 13 you own
and use to fill your pockets with dirty money.

R.P.: Now look here, mate...

Task 3: Now read this essay and complete the gaps with one of the words or expressions from
Tasks 1 and 2. You may need to change the form of some of the words.

The media plays a valuable role in keeping us informed and entertained. However, many
people believe it has too much power and freedom.' Discuss your views on this, giving
examples and presenting a balanced argument both in favour of, and against, the power and
freedom of the media.'

Barely a hundred years ago, if we wanted to stay informed about what was going on in the world, we
had to rely on word of mouth or, at best, newspapers. But because communication technology was very
basic, the news we received was often days or weeks old.

We still have newspapers, of course, but they have changed almost beyond recognition. Whether we
choose to read the 1 , with their quality 2 of news
and other 3 by top 4 and articles by acclaimed
5 , or if we prefer the popular 6 , with their lively
gossip and colourful stories, we are exposed to a wealth of information barely conceivable at the
beginning of the last century.

We also have television and radio. News 7 let us know about world events
practically as they happen, while sitcoms, chat shows and documentaries, etc. keep us entertained and
informed. And there is also the 8 , where we can access information from
millions of 9 around the world which we can then
10 onto our own computers.

However, these forms of 11 and 12 (or
'infotainment' as they are now sometimes collectively called) have their negative side. Famous
personalities frequently accuse the 13 (and sometimes even respectable
papers) of 14 by the 15 who are determined to
get a story at any cost. Newspapers are often accused of 16 by angry
politicians who dislike reading lies about themselves, and there are frequent accusations of
17 , with 18 reporters paying people to
create stories for their newspapers or television programmes. Of course, it is not just the papers
which are to blame. Sex and violence are increasing on the television. Undesirable people
fill the 19_ with equally undesirable material which can be accessed by
anyone with a home computer. And the fear of 20 prevents many from
21 to the Internet.

Many argue that the government should impose stricter 22 to prevent such
things happening. But others argue that 23 is the keystone of a free country.
Personally, I take the view that while the media may occasionally abuse its position of power, the benefits
greatly outweigh the disadvantages. Our lives would be much emptier without the wealth of information
available to us today, and we are better people as a result.

Peter Collin Publishing. (c) 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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Work

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)

23. You found your job very demanding.

22. Your company gave you sickness benefit.

21. You received a cut in your salary.

20. You were forced to resign.

19. You were under stress.

18. You receive support from a union.

17. You receive a commission for the work you have done.

16. Your company has a generous incentive scheme.

15. Your work didn't offer much job satisfaction.

14. Your boss announces that there is going to be some downsizing of the workforce.

13. Your company doesn't give you many incentives.

12. Somebody called you a workaholic.

11. You receive regular perks as part of your job.

10. The office where you work has sick building syndrome.

9. You took time off work because of repetitive strain injury.

8. You suddenly found yourself unemployed.

1. You had adverse working conditions.

6. You had a steady job.

5. You worked unsociable hours.

4. You were given an increment

3. You received a promotion.

2. You were suddenly made redundant.

1. The company you work for is well-known for its yob security.

Task 1: How would you generally feel, happy or unhappy , if you were in the
following situations. Use the words in bold to help you decide.
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Work

1 . Samantha is the assistant manager of a bank and she works from 8.30 to 5.30 every day.

2. Tracy works on the production line of a factory which makes cars. She uses a machine to spray

paint onto the finished car parts.

3. Jane works for herself. She is a photographer. She works every day for about eight or nine

hours.

4. Jeanette is a cleaner for a company in Birmingham, but she only works there for about three

or four hours a day.

5. Claire has a powerful job in the personnel office of a large multinational company. She is

responsible for employing new people and getting rid of those that the company doesn't want

to employ anymore.

6. Marie works in the finance department of an international college in Oxford.

A. She is a semi-skilled blue-collar worker in a manufacturing industry.

B. She is a self-employed and works full-time. She likes to describe herself as freelance.

C She is responsible for hiring and firing.

D. She calculates the wages, salaries, pension contributions and medical insurance contributions

of all the staff.

E. She is a full-time white-collar worker in a service industry.

F. She is an unskilled part-time employee.

Don't forget to keep a record of the words and expressions that you have learnt, review
your notes from time to time and try to use new vocabulary items whenever possible.

Task 2: Match sentences 1-6 in box A with one of the sentences A-F in box B, Use the words
in bold to help you.

Box A.

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, sec the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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Work

Don't forget to keep a record of the words and expressions that you have learnt, review
your notes from time to time and try to use new vocabulary items whenever possible.

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)

Task 3: Now read this essay and complete the gaps with one of the words or expressions from
Tasks 1 and 2. You may need to change the form of some of the words.

'Some people live to work, and others work to live. In most cases, this depends on the job

they have and the conditions under which they are employed. In your opinion, what are the

elements that make a job worthwhile?'

In answering this question, I would like to look first at the elements that combine to make a job

undesirable. By avoiding such factors, potential 1 are more likely to find a job

that is more worthwhile, and by doing so, hope to achieve happiness in their work.

First of all, it doesn't matter if you are an 2 worker cleaning the floor, a

3 4 worker on a production line in one of the

5 , or a 6 worker in a bank, shop or one of the

other 7 : if you lack 8 _ , with the knowledge that

you might lose your job at any time, you will never feel happy. Everybody would like a

9 in which he or she is guaranteed work. Nowadays, however, companies have

a high turnover of staff, 10 new staff and 11

others on a weekly basis. Such companies are not popular with their workers.

The same can be said of a job in which you are put under a lot of 12 and

worry, a job which is so 13 that it takes over your life, a job where you work

14 and so never get to see your family or friends, or a physical job in which

you do the same thing every day and end up with the industrial disease that is always in the papers

nowadays -15 .

With all these negative factors, it would be difficult to believe that there are any elements that make a

job worthwhile. Money is, of course, the prime motivator, and everybody wants a good

16 . But of course that is not all. The chance of 17 ,

of being given a better position in a company, is a motivating factor. Likewise,

18 such as a free lunch or a company car, an 19 ___^_

scheme to make you work hard such as a regular 20 above the rate of

inflation, 21 in case you fall ill and a company 22

scheme so that you have some money when you retire all combine to make a job worthwhile.

Unfortunately, it is not always easy to find all of these. There is, however, an alternative. Forget the office

and the factory floor and become 23 and work for yourself. Your future may

not be secure, but at least you will be happy.
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Money & finance
Task 1: Use a dictionary to find the difference
the following groups.

1. make a profit & make a loss

2. extravagant & frugal / economical

3. a current account & a deposit account

4. a loan & a mortgage

5. to deposit money & to withdraw money

6. a wage & a salary

7. broke & bankrupt

8. shares, stocks, and dividends

9. income tax & excise duty

10. to credit & to debit

Task 2: Match the sentences in column A with
to help you.

Column A

1. The managing director believes the
company should start producing pocket
computers.

2. I always put my money in a building society
and not in a bank.

3. I can't afford to buy a new car right now.
I don't have enough money.

4. I find Christmas a very expensive time.

5. I came into a lot of money recently when
my uncle died.

6. Look at this cheque that came in the post
this morning from the Inland Revenue.

7. I've been spending too much recently.

8. In my country, there are a lot of very poor
people and only a few rich ones.

9. I lost my job last month.

10. I retire next month.

11. Prices are rising quickly everywhere.

1 2. The January sales start tomorrow.

between the words and expressions in bold in

1 1 . a bank and a building society

12. a discount & a refund

13. something which was a bargain, something

which was overpriced and something which

was exorbitant

14. worthless & priceless

1 5. save money and invest money

16. inflation and deflation

17. income and expenditure

18. to lend and to borrow

the sentences in column B. Use the words in bold

Column B

A. I'm really looking forward to spending my
pens/on.

B. The cost of living seems to go up every day.

C. Of course, it's always so difficult to
economise.

D. Shops all over the country are making huge
reductions on just about everything.

E. I always seem to run up a huge overdraft at
the bank.

F. Of course, the potential global market for
them is enormous.

G. Fortunately I receive unemployment
benefit.

H. There is a very uneven distribution of
wealth.

I. The interest they pay me is much higher.

J. It's the first time I've inherited something.

K. It seems to be some kind of tax rebate.

L Maybe I should consider getting one on
credit.

Peter Collin Publishing. (c) 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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Money & finance
Task 3: Now read this passage and complete the gaps with one of the words or expressions
from Tasks 1 and 2. You may need to change the form of some of the words.

'Financial advice from a father to a son'

In the play 'Hamlet' by William Shakespeare, a father gives his son some financial advice. 'Neither a
borrower nor a lender be', he says. He is trying to tell his son that he should never
1 money from anyone because it will make it difficult for him to manage his
finances. Likewise he should never give a financial 2 to a friend because he
will probably never see the money again, and will probably lose his friend as well.

The play was written over four hundred years ago, but today many parents would give similar advice to
their children. Imagine the conversation they would have now:

Son: Right dad, I'm off to university now.

Father: All right son, but let me give you some sound financial advice before you go.

Son: Oh come on dad.....

Father: Now listen, this is important. The first thing you should do is to make sure you
balance your 3 - the money you receive from me - and your
4 - the money you spend. If you spend too much, you will
end up with an 5 at the bank. Don't expect me to pay it for you.

Son: But it's so difficult. Things are so expensive, and the 6 goes up all the
time. 7 is running at about 10%.

Father: I know, but you should try to 8 . Avoid expensive shops and
restaurants. Also, put your money in a good 9 . They offer a much
higher rate of 10 than banks. Also, avoid buying things
11 .

Son: Why?

Father: Because shops charge you an 12 amount of money to buy things over
a period of time. It's much better to 13 a little bit of money each week
so that when you see something you want, you can buy it outright. Try to wait for the sales, when
shops offer huge 14 and you can pick up a
15 . And try to get a 16 .

Son: How do I do that?

Father: Easy. When you buy something, ask the shop if they'll lower the price by, say, 10%. Next, when
you eventually get a job and are earning a good salary, try to 17 the
money in a good company. Buy 18 in government organisations or
19 in private companies.

Son: OK dad, I've heard enough.

Father: One final piece of advice, son.

Son: What's that dad?

Father: To thine own self be true.

Son: You what?

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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Politics

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2}

Task 1: Look at the sentences 1-12 and rearrange the letters in bold to make a word connected
with politics. (The first and last letters of each word are underlined. A dictionary definition is
included to help you.) Then put the words into the grid below. If you do it correctly, you will
find a word in the bold vertical strip which means 'rule of a country by one person'.

1. We live in a meyoadcrc. (A country governed by freely elected representatives of the people)

2. Scotland is aiming for ndnpnijedceee in the next few years. (Freedom)

3. A aidtdenac for the Labour Party called at our house last week. (A person who is standing for election)

4. The military junta abolished the constitution and set up a ioaialrtttan regime. (Having total power and
not allowing any opposition or personal freedom)

5. An huiatoitaarrn government is not necessarily a bad thing. (Controlling people strictly)

6. The Prime Minister has appointed a group of octthraecns to run the government. (People with
particular skills brought in to run a country or an organisation)

7. The Conservative Party lost the election and is now in gpsionotip. (The party or group which opposes
the government)

8. France is a picybrel, with a president and prime minister. (A system of government which is governed
by elected representatives headed by an elected or nominated president)

9. Governments often impose strict economic ontincsas on countries which abuse their power.
(Restrictions on trade with a country in order to try to influence its political development)

10. The American Congress is formed of the eoHus of Representatives and the Senate. (Part of a
parliament)

11. Her socialist ottdgype led her to join the party. (A theory of life based not on religious belief, but on
political or economic philosophy)

12. HarPatmen has passed a law forbidding the sale of cigarettes to children. (A group of elected
representatives who vote the laws of a country)
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Politics
Task 2: Look at these sentences and decide if they are TRUE or FALSE. Use a dictionary to help
you.

1. A monarchy is a system of government with an elected king or queen.

2. A politician is a person who works for the king or queen.

3. A statesman or stateswoman is an important religious leader or representative of a country.

4. A cabinet is a committee formed of the most important members of a government.

5. A president is the head of a republic.

5. A ministry is a person who works for the government.

7. A constituency is an area of a country which elects a Member of Parliament.

8. A policy is a government which is controlled by the police.

9. A referendum is the process of choosing by voting.

10. An election is a vote where all the people of a country are asked to vote on a single question.

Task 3: Now look at this extract from a current affairs radio programme and complete the gaps
with one of the words or expressions from Tasks 1 and 2. In some cases, more than one answer
may be possible. You may need to change the form of some of the words.

Good evening, and welcome to today's edition of Today in Government'

There were angry scenes in both 1 _____ of Parliament today following an
unprecedented walkout by the Prime Minister and other members of his 2 during

a speech by the leader of the 3 . Criticising their 4 on law and

order, the Prime Minister called his opposite number a 'strict 5 who wants to take

away the freedom of the individual and turn the country from a freedom-loving 6

to a 7 run by one man.'

It's almost time for the people of Britain to vote again and it is now only one month until the

8 . All over the country, 9 from all the major parties are

knocking on doors asking people to vote for them. We conducted a recent survey to find out who people

will be voting for. Surprisingly, many support the Workers' Union Party for their policy of changing the

country from a 10 into a 11 : a lot of people support the idea
of getting rid of the Queen in favour of an elected president.

Members of Parliament have called for a 12 so that the people of Britain can

decide whether or not the country joins the 'One Europe' organisation. This follows a survey in the town

of Woolhampstead, the Prime Minister's own 13 .

The Ministry of Education was accused by the press today of employing too many

14 . Chris Smith, editor of the Daily News, defended his attack. 'It's no good having a

department full of computer experts if they are unable to run our schools properly', he said.

Michael Yates, a senior statesman for Britain at the European Commission, has called for EU member

states to impose strict economic 15_ ___ on the government of BoSand. This follows
alleged human rights abuses on tribesmen in the north of the country who are demanding

16 . Their leader, Asagai Walumbe, called on countries around the world to help

them in their struggle for freedom.

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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The environment

unleaded petrol • fossil fuels • recycle (things) • organic

genetically modified • greenhouse • rain forest • global warming

erosion • contaminated • environmentalists • emissions

biodegradable packaging • acid rain • Green Belt • ecosystem

1. Some modern agricultural methods have
been heavily criticized,...

2. If you wear a fur coat in public,...

3. It is illegal to kill pandas, tigers...

4. If we don't do more to protect pandas,...

5. A lot of British people are interested in
unusual animals,...

6. National parks in Kenya are currently
recruiting experts...

7. In an attempt to preserve forests around
the country...

8. We would like to carry out more scientific
study into rainforests...

9. I don't like zoos because I think...

10. I saw a fascinating documentary about the
way animals live in Venezuela and
thought...

1 1 . In order to increase the birth rate, the
Chinese government has spent a lot of
money...

12. Hunters have killed so many animals that...

(A) ...in many countries poaching is considered
more serious than drug smuggling.

B ...and rare breeds parks are very popular
with many.

C ...in wildlife management

D ...the government's conservation
programme has been very successful.

E ...they'll soon be extinct.

F ...with battery farming in particular
receiving a lot of condemnation,

G ...it was fascinating to observe their
natural behaviour.

H ...on a successful panda breeding
programme.

I ...keeping animals in captivity is cruel.

J ...or any other endangered species.

K ...but it is often difficult to get people to
fund the research.

L ...you risk coming under attack from
animal rights activists.

1. In Britain, building is restricted or completely banned in the area of farming land or woods and parks
which surrounds a town.

2. Many companies are developing boxes, cartons and cans which can easily be decomposed by
organisms such as bacteria, or by sunlight, sea, water, etc.

3. The burning of some fuels creates carbon dioxide, carbon monoxide, sulphur dioxide, methane and
other gases which rise into the atmosphere.

4. Farmers have cleared hectares of thick wooded land in tropical regions where the precipitation is very
high.

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)

Task 1: Match the first part of each sentence in the left-hand column with its second part in
the right hand column. Use the words in bold to help you. Check that each sentence you put
together is grammatically correct.

Task 2 : Replace the expressions in bold with a word or expression from the box which has the
same meaning.
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The environment
5. Planting trees provides some protection from the gradual wearing away of soil.

6. We should all try to process waste material so that it can be used again.

7. These potatoes are cultivated naturally, without using any chemical fertilisers and pesticides.

8. This bread is made from wheat which has been altered at a molecular level so as to change certain
characteristics which can be inherited.

9. More and more cars are built to use fuel which has been made without lead additives.

10. Polluted precipitation which kills trees falls a long distance away from the source of the pollution.

11. Human beings have had a devastating effect on the living things, both large and small, in many parts
of the world.

12. The gases and other substances which come from factories using oil, coal and other fuels which are
the remains of plants and animals can cause serious damage to the environment.

13. Don't drink that water! It's been made dirty by something being added to it.

14. Friends of the Earth, Greenpeace and other people concerned with protecting the environment are
holding a forum in London next month.

15. The heating up of the earth's atmosphere by pollution is threatening life as we know it

Task 3: Now look at this essay and complete the gaps with one of the words or expressions
from Tasks 1 and 2. In some cases, more than one answer may be possible. You may need to
change the form of some of the words.

'Environmental degradation is a major world problem. What causes this problem, and what
can we do to prevent it?'

There is no doubt that the environment is in trouble. Factories burn 1
which produce 2 , and this kills trees. At the same time,
3 gases rise into the air and contribute to 4 ,
which threatens to melt the polar ice cap. Meanwhile farmers clear huge areas of
5 in places such as the Amazon to produce feeding land for cattle
or produce wood for building. Rivers and oceans are so heavily 6 by industrial
waste that it is no longer safe to go swimming. Cars pump out poisonous 7
which we all have to breathe in. 8 . and overfishing are killing off millions
of animals, including whales, elephants and other 9 . In fact, all around us, all
Irving things large and small which comprise our finely balanced 10 are being
systematically destroyed by human greed and thoughtlessness.

There is a lot we can all do, however, to help prevent this. The easiest thing, of course, is to
11 waste material such as paper and glass so that we can use it
again. We should also check that the things we buy from supermarkets are packaged in
12_ . packaging which decomposes easily. At the same time, we should
make a conscious effort to avoid foods which are 13 (at least until
someone proves that they are safe both for us and for the environment). If you are truly
committed to protecting the environment, of course, you should only buy 14

- jit and vegetables, safe in the knowledge that they have been naturally cultivated. Finally, of course,
he should buy a small car that uses 15 which is less harmful to the

environment or, even better, make more use of public transport.

The serious 16 , however, do much more. They are aware of the global issues
involved and will actively involve themselves in 17 by making sure our forests

are kept safe for future generations. They will oppose activities which are harmful to animals, such
as 18 . And they will campaign to keep the 19
around our towns and cities free from new building.

We cannot all be as committed as them, but we can at least do our own little bit at grass roots level.
We, as humans, have inherited the earth, but that doesn't mean we can do whatever we like with it

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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Healthcare

protein • holistic medicine • a diet • minerals • vitamins

therapeutic • traditional medicines • welfare state
surgeon • active • consultant • conventional medicine

1. If you suffer from a bad back, a massage may be able to cure or relieve the disorder.

2. One of the secrets to remaining in good health is to choose food to eat that is high in fibre and low
in fat.

3. Most people, when they are ill, rely on modern pills and tablets to cure them.

4. Some old-fashioned cures for illnesses, such as herbal tablets and remedies, are becoming
increasingly popular.

Peter Collin Publishing. C 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students {1-901659-06-2)

Task 1: Match the sentence in the left-hand column with a sentence in the right-hand column.
Use the words in bold to help you.

PROBLEMS

Task 2: Replace the words or expressions in bold with a word or expression from the box
which has the same meaning,

CURES

1 . Mrs Brady has suffered from terrible
rheumatism for years.

2. More women than men are affected by
arthritis.

3. Air conditioning units are often
responsible for spreading infections
around an office.

4. Cardiovascular disease is becoming more
common in Britain.

5. Too much exposure to the sun can cause
skin cancer.

6. It is important not to eat too much food
with a high cholesterol content.

7. Too many people these days live a
sedentary lifestyle.

8. People in positions of responsibility often
have stress-related illnesses.

9. Premature babies are vulnerable to
illnesses.

10. The National Health Service is suffering
from cutbacks and underfunding.

11. The AIDS virus is incurable.

(A) Illnesses which affect the circulation of
blood are particularly common with
people who are overweight

(B) This is deposited on the walls of the
arteries and can block them.

(C) They can easily be spread from one person
to another.

(D) Pains or stiffness in the joints or muscles
can be very difficult to live with.

(E) They don't get enough exercise.

(F) Their immune-system is not properly
developed and can be easily hurt.

(G) The painful inflammation of a joint may
require surgery.

(H) The government has reduced its
expenditure in this area.

(I) But there are drugs which can slow down
its cell-destroying properties.

(J) Once the body's cells start growing
abnormally, a cure can be difficult to find.

(K) The pressures of a high-powered job can
cause nervous strain which may require
drugs.
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5. Many people are turning to treatments which involve the whole person, including their mental

health, rather than just dealing with the symptoms of the illness.

6. Doctors sometimes refer their patients to a medical specialist attached to a hospital.

7. It takes many years of training to become a doctor specializing in surgery.

8. Meat, eggs and nuts are rich sources of a compound which is an essential part of living cells, and
which is essential to keep the human body working properly.

9. On his holiday, he had to take essential substances which are not synthesized by the body but are
found in food and are needed for growth and health, because the food he ate lacked the B and C
groups.

10. Calcium and zinc are two of the most important substances found in food.

11. Most doctors recommend an energetic lifestyle, with plenty of exercise.

12. British people enjoy free healthcare thanks to the large amount of money which is spent to make
sure they have adequate health services.

Task 3: Now look at this extract from a magazine article and complete the gaps with one of
the words or expressions from Tasks 1 and 2. In some cases, more than one answer may be
possible. You may need to change the form of some of the words.

A cure for the future in the past?

For over fifty years, the people of Britain have relied on the 1 to make sure they have
adequate health services. But now the National Health Service is sick. Government 2
and 3 are forcing hospitals to close, and waiting lists for treatment are getting longer.
Under such circumstances, it is no surprise that more people are turning to private (but expensive)
healthcare.

For some, however, there are alternatives. They are turning their back on modern pills, tablets and other
4 . It seems paradoxical, but in an age of microchips and high technology,
5 (the old-fashioned cures that our grandparents relied on) is making a comeback.
Consider these case studies:

Maude is 76 and has been suffering from 6 ______ for almost ten years. "The inflammation
in my joints was almost unbearable, and my doctor referred me to a 7 at the London
Hospital. I was told that I needed 8 , but would need to wait for at least two years
before I could have the operation. In desperation, I started having massage sessions. To my surprise, these
were very 9 , and while they didn't cure the disorder, they did relieve it to some
extent".

Ron is 46. His high-powered city job was responsible for a series of 10 illnesses, and
the drugs he took did little to relieve the nervous strain. "I read about treatments which involve the
whole person rather than the individual symptoms, but I had always been sceptical about
11 . However, my friend recommended a dietician who advised me that part of my
problem was 12 -related. Basically, the foods I was eating were contributing to my
disorder. She gave me a list of foods that would provide the right 13 and
14 to keep me in good health. At the same time, she recommended a more
15 lifestyle - running, swimming, that kind of thing. I'm a bit of a couch potato, and
the 16 lifestyle I had lived was compounding the problem. Now I feel great!"

So is there still a place in our lives for modern medicine? While it is true that some infections and viruses
may be prevented by resorting to alternative medicine, more serious illnesses such as
17 need more drastic measures. We do need our health service at these times, and we
shouldn't stop investing in its future. But we mustn't forget that for some common illnesses, the cure may
lie in the past.

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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Travel

deported • expatriates • internally displaced

repatriated • immigration • UNHCR • persona non grata

economic migrants • culture shock • emigration • refugees

1. At the beginning of the war, thousands of fled over the border to the next
country.

2. Since the civil war began, almost a million people have been forced to move to another part of the
country. These persons are now without food or shelter.

3. Nineteenth-century governments encouraged to the colonies.

4. The government is encouraging because of the shortage of workers in key
industries.

5. Going from California to live with hill tribes in India was something of a .

6. Thousands of British live in Singapore, where many of them have high-powered
jobs.

7. The is under a lot of pressure owing to the huge number of displaced persons around
the world.

8. He was from the country when his visa expired.

9. Because he had a criminal record, the government didn't want him to enter the country, declared him
and asked him to leave immediately.

10. After the economy collapsed in the east, thousands of headed west in the hope
of finding a good job.

11. He didn't want to be , but nevertheless was put on a plane back home.

Peter Collin Publishing, (c) 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)

Task 1: Look at the following sentences and decide if they are true or false. If they are false,
explain why.

1. A travel agency is the same as a tour operator.

2. A package tour is a holiday in which the price includes flights, transfers to and from the airport and
accommodation.

3. An all-inclusive holiday is a holiday in which the price includes flights, transfers, accommodation, food
and drink.

4. When passengers embark, they get off an aeroplane or ship.

5. When passengers disembark, they get on an aeroplane or ship.

6. The first thing you do when you go to an airport is go to the check-in.

7. The first thing you do when you arrive at your hotel is check in.

8. The opposite of a package tourist is an independent traveller.

9. Mass tourism can have a negative effect on the environment.

10. Eco-tourism is tourism which has a negative effect on the environment

11. The words trip, excursion, journey and voyage all have the same meaning.

12. It is always necessary to have a visa when you visit a different country.

13. A flight from London to Paris could be described as a long-haul flight.

14. Flying economy class is more expensive than flying business class.

15. A Canadian citizen flying to Japan will have to fill in an immigration card before he arrives.

Task 2: Complete sentences 1-11 with a suitable word or expression from the box.
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Travel

Don't forget to keep a record of the words and expressions that you have learnt, review
your notes from time to time and try to use new vocabulary items whenever possible.

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06- 2)

Task 3: Now look at this essay and complete the gaps with one of the words or expressions
from Tasks 1 and 2. In some cases, more than one answer may be possible. You may need to
change the form of some of the words.

Travel: the other side of the coin

Most of us have, at some point in our lives, experienced the joys of travel. We go to the
1 to pick up our brochures. We book a two-week
2 with flights and accommodation included (or if we are
3 , we make our own way to the country and travel around from place to
place with a rucksack on our back). We make sure we have all the right currency, our passport and any
4 that are necessary to get us into the country. We go to the airport and
5 . We strap ourselves into our tiny 6 aircraft seats
and a few hours later we 7 from the aircraft, strange new sights, smells and
sounds greeting us. Nowadays, it seems, the whole world goes on holiday at once: the age of
8 is in full swing!

But for the great majority of people around the world, travel for them is done in the face of great
adversity and hardship. They never get to indulge in an 9. holiday in a luxury
hotel with all meals and drinks included. They never get to explore the lush Amazon rain forest or the
frozen wastes of the Arctic on an 10 holiday. For them, travel is a matter of
life and death, I refer, of course, to all the 11 escaping from their own
countries, or the 12 , moved from one part of their country to another by an
uncaring government, or 13 forced to find a job and seek a living wherever
they can.

Can you imagine anything worse than the misery these people must face? Let's not confuse
them with those 14 , who choose to live in another country and often have
nice houses and high salaries. These people are simply desperate to survive. As well as losing their homes
because of war or famine or other natural disasters, they must come to terms with their new environment:
for many, the 15 can be too great. And while many countries with an open
policy on 16 will welcome them in with open arms, others will simply turn
them away. These people become 17 , unwanted and unwelcome. Even if
they manage to get into a country, they will often be 18_ or repatriated. Their
future is uncertain.

Something to think about, perhaps, the next time you are 19 to your five-
star hotel by a palm-fringed beach or sitting in a coach on an 20 to a pretty
castle in the countryside.
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Crime and the law

law-abiding • solicitor • defendant * jury

offender • victim • barrister • judge • witness

Don't forget to keep a record of the words and expressions that you have learnt, review
your notes from time to time and try to use new vocabulary items whenever possible.

Task 1: Match the words and expressions in the box with their correct definition 1-9.

1. A person appointed to make legal decisions in a court of law.

2. A group of twelve citizens who are sworn to decide whether someone is guilty or innocent on the

basis of evidence given in a court of law.

3. A person who sees something happen or is present when something happens.

4. A person who is accused of doing something illegal.

5. A person who is attacked or who is in an accident.

6. A qualified lawyer who gives advice to members of the public and acts for them in legal matters.

7. A person who commits an offence against the law.

8. A lawyer who can present a case in court.

9. An expression used to describe someone who obeys the law.

Task 2: The following groups of sentences describe the legal process which follows a crime.
However, with the exception of the first sentence, the sentences in each group are in the
wrong order. Put them into the correct order, using the key words in bold to help you. Some
of these words appear in Task 1.

Part 1

A. One night, Jim Smith committed a serious crime. = Sentence 1

B. Jim asked the officer for a solicitor to help him.

C At the same time, the police arranged for a barrister to prosecute him.

D. They took him to the police station and formally charged him with the crime.

E. When the trial began and he appeared in court for the first time, he pleaded his innocence.

F. The next morning the police arrested him.

Part 2

A. His barrister also said he was innocent and asked the court to acquit him. = Sentence 1

B. While he was in prison, he applied for parole.

C. As a result, the judge sentenced him to two years in prison.

D. He was released after 18 months.

E. However, there were several witnesses, and the evidence against him was overwhelming.

F. Having all the proof they needed, the jury returned a guilty verdict.

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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Crime and the law

Don't forget to keep a record of the words and expressions that you have learnt, review
your notes from time to time and try to use new vocabulary items whenever possible.

Part 3

A. Unfortunately, prison failed to rehabilitate him and after his release he continued with his misdeeds,
attacking an old woman in the street. = Sentence 1

B. Jim promised to reform and the pensioner withdrew her call for more severe retribution.

C. With this in mind, instead of passing a custodial sentence, he fined him a lot of money and ordered
him to do community service.

D. He was re-arrested and returned to court.

E. His new victim, a pensioner, thought that the judge was being too lenient on Jim and called for the
re-instatement of corporal punishment and capital punishment!

F. At his second trial the judge agreed that prison was not a deterrent for Jim.

Task 3: Now look at this extract from a politician's speech and complete the gaps with one of
the words or expressions from Tasks 1 and 2. In some cases, more than one answer may be
possible. You may need to change the form of some of the words.

Are you worried about crime? I am. We read it every day in the papers. A terrible crime has been
1 , the police have 2 someone, he has appeared in
front of a jury in 3 , he has 4 his innocence but has
been found 5 of his crime and he has been 6 to
ten years in prison. We are all very relieved that the criminal is being punished for his
7 , and 8 citizens like you and me can sleep more
safely at night.

But what happens next? We all hope, don't we, that the prisoner will benefit from society's
9 , that a spell in prison will 10 him and make him
a better person. We all hope that he will 11 and become like us. We all hope
that when he is eventually 12 and let loose on the streets, he will be a good
character, the threat of another spell in jail being a suitable 13 which will stop
him from breaking the law again. Oh yes.

But let's face it. The reality is usually very different. The prisoner may be released on
14 , before the end of his sentence. He will try to re-enter society. But then he
often becomes a 15 himself, unable to find work and rejected by society. It
isn't long before he's back in prison again.

So what alternatives are there, I hear you say. What can we do to the 16 to
make sure he doesn't commit another crime? There are alternatives to prison, of course,
such as 17 in which he will provide a service to those around him. Or he
can pay a large 18 . Alternatively, we could establish a more severe system of
punishment, including 19 and 20 , but we like to
consider ourselves civilized, and the idea of beating or executing someone is repellent to us. Oh yes.

The answer, of course, is far simpler. We need to be tough not on the criminal, but on the cause of the
crime. We should spend less of the taxpayer's money funding the 21 and
22 and all the other people who work for the legal system, and put the
money instead into supporting deprived areas which are the breeding grounds for crime. We in the
ConLab Party believe that everybody needs a good chance in life, and this is a good step forward. Vote
for us now!

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)
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Social tensions

A. ILLEGAL ALIENS TO BE EXPELLED

B. ETHNIC MINORITIES 'LIVING BELOW POVERTY LEVEL'

C. HOMELESS SQUATTERS EVICTED

D. INSTITUTIONAL RACISM STILL A PROBLEM

E. INTERNALLY DISPLACED IN NEW GENOCIDE HORROR

F. EXTREMISTS ACCUSED OF PROMPTING HOSTILITY

G. UNREST. RIOTS AND ANARCHY CONTINUE

H. REBELS VICTORIOUS IN LATEST POWER STRUGGLE

I. DISCRIMINATION AND EXPLOITATION A MAJOR PROBLEM IN BRITISH INDUSTRY

J. DISSIDENTS ASK AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT FOR POLITICAL ASYLUM

Task 1: Match each newspaper headline in the box with the first line of its accompanying
story below. Use the words in BOLD to help you.

1. Officers from the Thames Valley Police Force swooped on a house in Kidlington earlier this morning

and forcibly removed a family who had been staying there illegally since they lost their home in

August.

2. Almost 50% of factory workers in national companies claim they have received bad treatment or have

been taken advantage of because of their class, religion, race , language, colour or sex, it has been

revealed.

3. The UN has accused the government of Zarislavia of further atrocities committed in the west of the

country, where hundreds of migrants are reported to have been killed by security forces.

4. Opponents of the government in Yugaria have asked to stay in Sydney because the political situation

in their own country is making it unsafe for them to return.

5. The police have once again been accused of discriminating against minority groups, despite their

reassurances earlier this year that they had reformed their practices.

6. Neo-Nazi groups in Paris were today condemned for inciting violence against non-whites in the centre

of the city,

7. A shocking survey has revealed that almost 30% of Asian and African racial groups living in London

are suffering financial hardship.

8. Following further devaluation of the Malovian dollar, violence has once again erupted on the streets

of the capital.

9. Groups fighting against the government of George Malikes in Livatia have succeeded in capturing and

occupying the parliament building.

10. The Government has ordered the immediate deportation of over 200 immigrants who entered the

country without passports or visas last year.

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)



topic specific vocabulary

69

Social tensions

ethnic cleansing • prejudice • civil rights • harassment
rebel • picket line • poverty-stricken • refugee • outcast

reject (noun) • non-conformist • blackleg • human rights • destitute

discrimination • displaced person • intimidation • racial purging

Task 2: Match the words and expressions in the first box with a word or expression in the
second box which is either the closest in meaning or which is normally associated with it.
Some of these also appear in Task 1,

Task 3: Now look at this news programme and complete the gaps with one of the words or
expressions from Tasks 1 and 2. In some cases, more than one answer may be possible. You
may need to change the form of some of the words.

Good evening. Here is the news.

Neo-Nazis and other 1 have been held responsible for a wave of
2 in the Bratilovan Republic, The United Nations estimates that over 20,000
people have been murdered there in the last six months. 3 who have escaped
from the country have asked the British government to grant them 4 , as they
fear for their safety if they have to return.

The government are to deport 500 5 whose visas have expired. Angry
members of the opposition have accused the government of 6 , as most
of the deportees are of African origin. Meanwhile, the police have been accused of
7 , after Asian families in Bradford complained they had been pestered and
worried by officers following a series of robberies in the city.

8 leaders in the USA have held a demonstration in Washington against the
death penalty. They have called for a total abolition of capital punishment, claiming that it is contrary to
basic 9 principles outlined in the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights.

10 fighting the government of President Stanislow have taken control of the
television station in the centre of the capital. This follows a long-standing 11 .
between Mr Stanislow and the principal opposition party which has seriously weakened his power.

A spokesman for the 12 community in London has presented a petition to the
government asking them to provide housing for everyone. He argues that the government's refusal to
raise the minimum wage rate has resulted in thousands living in 13 , with not
enough money to pay for somewhere to live. Meanwhile, the Metropolitan Police evicted several
14 who took over a house in the city centre last week and refused to leave
until the government took positive action.

A recent survey reveals that at least 30% of public companies have been accused of
15 __ and 16 in the past year. The main offender is
Anglo-Amalgamated Telecommunications, a Bristol-based company. Their employees, many of them
Asian women, claim they have received bad treatment or been taken advantage of by the company.

And finally, the Cardiff police are preparing for angry scenes at the Welsh International Computers factory
tomorrow when 17 , anxious to return to work after six months on strike, will
attempt to break through the picket line. A senior officer has expressed his concern that there will be
18 and people will get hurt as a result.

Peter Collin Publishing. © 2001. For reference, see the English Dictionary for Students (1-901659-06-2)


